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Reader mail 



A DOG ON THE PORCH, aZ^eZoveds/zac/e 
tree— readers' comments on our March 2015 
issue recalled what welcomes them home. 
Others pointed out a safety concern, and lots 
of you proudly sent pics of the projects you 
based on our recent DIY Gift Guide. 


Dogged appeal 

When I took the March issue out of the 
mailbox, the first thing I saw was the dog 
on the cover. Next were the words “Curb 
appeal ideas that add value”: My idea 
would be a rescued dog in every yard! 

-TOMALYN BAILEY, HAMPSTEAD, MD. 

Tribute to a tree 

Re “All About Shade Trees”: I have a 
70-foot chestnut tree that is just mag- 
nificent. It bursts into bloom in spring 
with panicles of flowers. The bees go 
mad for it. In summertime, it gives the 
densest shade, so no matter how hot it 
gets, there’s a cool place for the dog and 
me to lounge. In fall, the leaves turn a 
deep gold that glows in the sun. The 
leaves and chestnuts drop, and it takes 
me and a handful of nieces and nephews 
hours to rake them all up, after which 
we have a bonfire and apple cider. In 


winter, its beautiful black shape is out- 
lined in snow, like a poem. What else 
could give so much joy? 

-SUSAN P., VIA TOH ON FACEBOOK 

Stair safety 

The decor in “Bumping Up the Charm” 
unfortunately also bumps up a hazard 
with the small table placed on the stair- 
case’s turn landing. This creates a bottle- 
neck and a trip hazard. 

-RICHARD FINK, ANDOVER, MASS. 

THE EDITORS REPLY: A good point, 
one that several readers commented on. 
We’d add that one of the biggest factors 
in stair safety is attention, so be 
mindful, use the rail, and be extra 
careful when carrying anything. 

THE EDITORS: E-mail TOHJetters® 
thisoldhouse.com 



Just wanted to share a picture of the six-pack 
carriers I made as gifts, following (sort of! ) 
the steps in your recent DIY Gift Guide. I made 
great use of hardwoods from past projects, 
too. The carriers were very well received, 
especially when filled! [Find all the gift-guide 
instructions at thisoldhouse.com/may2015.] 


Great picnic gift! 

RALPH HENRY JR., WEST ROXBURY, MASS. 
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theorizing 
where babie 
come 
from, 

and a memory foam 
mattress so you 
can sleep like one 






SULTAN HANSBO 
king memory foam 
pillowtop spring mattress 


$499 





first59.com 

SULTAN HANSBO king memory foam pillowtop spring mattress $499 25-year limited ^ !® 

warranty. See your local IKEA store or IKEA-USA.com/warranty for details. A 1%" thick r " 1 i 

layer of memory foam in the integrated pillowtop responds to your touch and temperature, ' ^ ^ 

conforming to your body's contours for precise support. 11" thick. Comfort: Soft. See IKEA 

store for limited warranty and country of origin information. Valid in US IKEA stores. ^ __ 





V AppStore 


AZEK iPAD APP 

NOW 

AVAILABLE 


Bring your one-of-a-kind expression to life. No matter your vision, the 
ultimate outdoor living space begins with AZEK Deck. With the rich look 
of wood and time-tested low maintenance, AZEK Deck lives up to even the 
wildest deck dreams. Known for its scratch- and stain-resistance, an AZEK 
Deck is an investment that ensures your outdoor space will last. Choose from 
18 stunning colors, in addition to our complete line of deck and rail lighting, and 
breathe life into the deck that you’ve always wanted. What are you waiting for? 
Create your masterpiece today at AZEK.com/deckdesigner. 


D4CI( 


Deck I Porch | Rail | Trim | Moulding | Pavers 


AZEK.com 
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Easy ways to 
improve your home 
right now 


6 FAST FIXES 


□ Donate old DIY materials: 

Take spare supplies to a 
local recycling center, such 
as Habitatfor Humanity 
Restores, to make room for 
this season's project materials, 



□ Water plants effectively: 

Water evaporates faster in 
the hot afternoon, so morning 
soaks are better— plus, cooler 
temps mean less chance of 
fungal disease. 

□ Inspect outlets: Ensure 
that none are warm to the 
touch, discolored, or buzzing. 

If an outlet seems suspect, 
stop using it and call in an 
electrician right away. 

□ Service sliding doors: 

They'll glide moreeasily with 
a quick vacuuming. Use a 
toothbrush to clear weep 
holes of any remainingdirt. 

□ Shine up stainless steel: 

Wipe surfaces in the direction 
of the grain with a soft cloth 
dipped in white vinegar, then 
buff with a dry cloth. 

□ Replace your fridge’s 
water filter: It loses 
effectiveness overtime, so be 
sure to swap it out twice yearly 
for better-tasting H2O. 


M Attract butterflies 
Create a haven for these 
pretty pollinators with a 
variety of native flowers 
and grasses. Nectar-rich 
blooms in vibrant colors 
draw adult butterflies, 
but you’ll also need plants 
for caterpillars to munch 
on once they hatch. 

Plants and butterflies 
vary by region, so visit 
local butterfly gardens 
for inspiration. Make sure 
your refuge also provides 
other butterfly essentials, 
including shelter, water, 
andplenty of sun. 



□ Breathe easier during a remodel 

Dusty spring renovations can take a toll on indoor air quality. Keep 
irritants at bay by sealing work- zone entries with plastic sheeting ap 
setting up a portable fan in a window to help send air outside. Inside 
the workspace, wear protective clothing, a respirator mask, and goggles; 
remove clothingbefore leaving to avoid tracking debris through the house. 







□ Make 
decks 
barefoot- 
friendly 
Ward off 
injury during 
barbecue 
season by 
checking 
decks for 
splinter- 

causing cracked or rough wood, and 
popped nails from previous repairs. 
Replace any protruding nails with more- 
secure 3-inch deck screws, and sand 
down splintered areas before giving the 
whole deck a fresh coat of sealant. 


□ Freshen up entryways 

After rainy spring weather, it’s time to give 
messy porches and landings some TLC. 

Wash away dirt with a hose, then use a 
damp towel to wipe down the front door. 

Use glass 
cleaner and a 
lint-free cloth 
to clean the 
windows, wiping 
horizontally 
on one side 
and vertically 
on the other 
so that you 
can see any 
leftover streaks. 
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Advertisement 


BEHIND-THE-SCENES 



You’ve wiped the counters and washed the dishes, 
swept the floor and cleaned inside the fridge. Your 
kitchen may appear spotless on the surface, but 
what about the places you can’t see? Here’s a few 
of our favorite tips for getting every nook and cranny of your 
kitchen sparkling, just in time for spring! 




► OVEN: Did you know 
that the cleaner your oven, 
the quicker it can reach 
desired cooking temperature? 
Try Mr. Clean Magic Eraser 
Extra Power to regularly 
clean the inside walls, racks, 
and oven door, for a more 
efficient appliance. 



► REFRIGERATOR^ Dust build-up on 
the coils of your refrigerator will make it work 
less efficiently— and cost more to run. Care- 
fully slide the refrigerator away from the wall, 
vacuum the coils, and wipe down with a dry cloth. 


► MICROWAVE: Peek inside 
your microwave and you're likely 
to be surprised by the mess caused 
by frequent use. Mr. Clean Magic 
Eraser Extra Power lifts away 



built-up grease and baked-on 
stains. It even cleans tough grime 
faster than the leading all-purpose 
bleach spray cleaner. 


^ RANGE HOOD: Grease 
and buildup in your kitchen’s 
exhaust system will block the 
flow of air, rendering it useless in 
removing irritants, smoke, and 
odors. Scrub— or replace— your 
filter every six to twelve months 
to keep your vent working properly. 


PRESENTED BY 

Glean 


There's a Magic Eraser perfect for every room 
in the house. Visit cieanbook.com to iearn more! 


► DISHWASHER: It may sound like a 
conundrum, but the inside of your dishwasher 
can indeed get very dirty. A dishwasher-safe 
cup of plain white vinegar placed on the top 
rack throughout one cleaning cycle on “hot” 
will help loosen grime, sanitize, and freshen 
the washer. 




OF THE ROAD 
FOR GRIME. 



HIS MAGIC ERASER SCRUBS AWAY 
THE TOUGHEST GRIME WITH EASE. 


FOR RIMS + INTERIOR + GLASS 

Wet before use. Not recommended for vehicle body, 
high gloss or upholstered surfaces. Use as directed. 
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DON’T JUST REMODEL, 

TRANSFORM. 

Our products play a major role in the transformation of your home. We offer design choices like beautiful wood species options that can be 
stained to complement your decor, Interior Shades that fit seamlessly into new windows, and a wide selection of hardware choices. In addition 
to top-quality products, we offer ideas and solutions to fit your vision and make the transformation all you dreamed it could be. 


O’ 



BulH around yiDu! 


Find inspiration and solutions at MARVINWINDOWS.COM 


©2015 Marvin Windozvs and Doors. All rights reserved. ©Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors. 
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INSIDE 10 USES GRILLING TIPS EASY UPGRADES HOUSEHOLD HELP MORE ^ 


q 


Tidy takeout 
container 

Ordering out at the end of a busy day 
can be a major time-saver. Having to 
rifle through a messy menu drawer, not 
so much. A handsome way to tackle the 
clutter: Craft a wall-mount menu holder 
like the one here. We cut pljnvood to 
size and framed it with lx2s, then made 
an angled bin from a 1x4, cut into two 
wedges, and lauan and molding. A coat of 
milk paint (Miss Mustard Seed’s Mustard 
Seed Yellow) gives it a pop of sunny color, 
and a rectangle of green chalkboard paint 
lets you customize a message— or scribble 
down your order. All that’s left? Just kick 
back and wait for the delivery guy. 
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A 3-inch piece 
of outside corner 
molding makes 
a resting place 
for chalk. 


SEE HOW IT’S DONE 

For the complete step-by-step 
and a how-to video, go to 

thisoldhouse.com/may2015 
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home solutions 10 uses 





Zip ties 


These handy fasteners can do more than corral 
cables. Put them to use with these clever ideas 


1> Make a hanging 
herb garden. Drill 
drainage holes in a tin 
can and a hole nearthe 
top; fill the can with soil 
and herbs. Thread a zip 
tie through the top hole 
and fasten the can 
around a railing. 

2 > Protect against 
bites. If you don't have 
rubber bands on hand, 
use zip ties to secure 
your pant legs at the 
ankles so that you don't 
get chewed up by 
mosquitoes and ticks. 

3 > Lock luggage. 

Secure the pull tabs of 
two zippers together 
by tightly threading a 
small ziptiethrough 
their openings to keep 


suitcases closed when 
you're traveling. 

4 > Unclog a drain. 

Fasten together several 
longziptiesinachain; 
you'll need about five 
to reach the trap. Cut 
barb-like notches along 
the ties with wire cutters. 
Snake one end into the 
drain and move it up and 
down to loosen debris 
and hair clogs. 

5 > Clear workshop 
clutter. Thread zip 
ties through pegboard 
above your workbench 
to create a permanent, 
easy-to-spot holder for 
tools like a T-square 
ora hammer. 


6 > Preserve 
potting soil. Keep 
moisture— and, 
potentially, mold— out of 
an opened bag of potting 
soil by cinchingthetop 
closed with a ziptie. 

7> Childproof 
cabinets. Keep little 
ones out of off-limits 
storage by connecting 
cabinet knobs with a zip 
tie secured in a loop. 

8> Hang holiday 
decor. Use dark 
green zip ties to help 
keep garlands and 
othergreenery in place 
when wrappingthem 
around stair railings 
forthe holidays. 


9> Direct climbing 
plants. Help vines grow 
upward by securing 
them with zip ties to 
posts or lattice. Keep 
the ties loose so that 
you don't damage 
stems and plants have 
room to grow. 

10 > Tuft a chair 
seat. T ry substituting 
zip ties for strong 
upholstery thread. Drill 
two holes Ys inch apart 
through the wood seat 
base, the foam, and the 


fabric of a chair cushion. 
Loop a ziptie through 
the three layers and 
tightly cinch it beneath 
the seat to create the 
tufting. Coverthetie 
on the seat with a 
matching button. 

-KATELIN HILL 


MORE 10 USES 

Tofind moresmart 
uses for leftovers, go 

to thisoldhouse.com/ 
may2015 
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Together we’ll turn /our space into a beautitul place for family and fnends. At prices that will make you smile. 

To find the showroom in your neighborhood and your {100 off certificate, go to BuyAbbey.com/offer. 
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Stylet Chattahoochee Hills 
Color: Plainview 



Abbey Carpet & Floor 

BtiyAbbey.cam 



This Old House 
is proud to support 
Homes for Our Troops. 

Join us as we help them build 
a specially adapted, mortgage-free 
home for returning Veteran 
SSG Matthew DeWitt and his family 
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TUNE IN FOR NEW EPISODES ON Qpbs 

Check local listings or watch at thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH and join the conversation #T0H4TR00PS 


SPONSORED BY 





home solutions grilling tips 


> 


Best woods for grilling 

Adding wood chips or chunks to a charcoal fire amps up the flavor 
of your food, but some varieties work better than others. We talked 
to chef Barton Seaver, the author of Where There’s Smoke, to get 
the lowdown on foolproof pairings. — M. BRUNNER 


APPLE WOOD: V 

The most popular fruitwood (found 
in grocery stores and home centers), 
it lendsatangy, sweet flavor to food. 
“Thinkof itasthe butter of smoking 
wood. It goes with almost everything, 
though it'sgreatwith pork and 
poultry,” says Seaver. 

HICKORY: 

This wood’s deep, bacon-like flavor 
is a good match for hamburgers, 
fatty beef cuts, and lean pork. 

MESQUITE: 

A staple of Southwest cooking, 
this wood has an aggressive flavor 


that's best reserved for a steak 
with a spicy herb rub. 

OAK: V 

An all-star player. Oak goes 
with all meats and many types of 
seafood. It's also an excellent choice 
for long, slowsmoking, imparting 
a mild, woodsy flavor with a hint 
of vanilla and citrus. 

PEACH: V 

Delicate and light in flavor, 
this fruitwood works especially 
well with seafood, shellfish in 
particular, though you can also use 
it with pork and poultry in a pinch. 




READY... SE 


Enjoy A Faster, Endless Supply Of Hot Water With 
Rmnai's Tankless Water Heating Technology. ^ 


Innagine turning on the shower and getting hot water ainnost 
innnnediately. If you had the snnart recirculation technology of a 
Rinnai Tankless Water Heater, you wouldn’t have to imagine. You’d 
have the integrated solution for a steady stream of daily benefits, 


including: 


A faster, endless supply of hot water that lets you do more, 
wait less and live better 


Less water and money down the drain to cut wasted natural 
resources and utility costs 


Ultra-efficient performance for monthly energy savings in a 
space-saving design 


To learn more about Rinnai’s innovative lineup of 
high-efficiency water heaters, visit us at 


home solutions easy upgrades household help 


Face-lifts for your fridge 

When you’re in the throes of a remodel, nice new appliances can take a backseat to everything 
else. But that doesn’t mean you have to live with an ugly old fridge. Here, three fixes from 
popular blogs show howto give your icebox the star treatment. —MEGAN BAKER 



^Chalkboard paint 

Fora matte look that’s 
functional and charming, 
roll on chalkboard paint. 
Remove the fridge handle, 
then lightly sand all over. 
Wipe clean with a damp 
rag to help the paint cling 
to the slick front. 

Shown: Rust-Oleum 
Chalkboard Paint, $12: 
at home centers 



^^‘^’fpcachcs.cou^ 


ensure maximum 


Shown: 2-by-4-foot sheet, 
$35: chaslngpaper.com 


cling. Apply the 
paper from top to 
bottom, smoothing out 
any bubbles as you go. 


► Patterned wallpaper 

Add playful style in a couple 
of hours with peel-and-stick 
wallpaper. With the fridge 
handle removed, wipe 
surfaces with a 


damp rag to 



^ Beadboard panels 

Cut headboard and chair 
rail to fit fridge doors. Fasten 
molding to the panels and 
add an iron-look handle 
(use a paddle bit to recess the 
nut and bolt from the back) 
and decorative strap hinges. 
Adhere the panels with 
polyurethane glue. Trim the 
edges with half-round 
molding painted to match. 

Shown: MDF wainscot panel, 

4 by 8 feet, $20: handle, $5: 
hinge, $5: chair rail, $1 per foot; 
homedepot.com 



Auto-aisle 
cleaning hacks 

Products meant for detailing cars can 
pack more power— and a lower price— 
than many household cleaners. You might 
already have some in the garage! Below, 
a few items that can do double duty. 

-KATHRYN O'SHEA-EVANS 

TURTLE WAX ICE INTERIOR 
CLEANER & PROTECTANT 

Made for: Ridding car interiors of grime 
T ry it: On stainless-steel appliances. 

This nontoxic wax spray has a gel-like 
consistency that doesn’t run, so you 
can remove splatters and fingerprints 
without leaving residue or streaks. 

BRAKE DUST REMOVER SPONGE 

Made for: Cleaning wheel rims 
Try it: In hard-to-reach areas, like behind 
the toilet. A 5-inch handle extends the 
reach of this conical sponge. Use 
with your favorite bathroom cleaner. 

SEA FOAM BUGS-B-GONE 
MULTI-USE CLEANER 

Made for: Eradicating insect roadkill 
from your grille 

T ry it: All over the house. This nontoxic 
biodegradable detergent removes 
mildew and mold in the shower, as well 
as pet stains and dirt from carpets— just 
spot-test first. Plus, it’s concentrated 
and meant to be diluted with water, so 
it offers a lot of bang for your buck. 

CHAMOIS CLOTH 

Made for: Buffing car exteriors 
T ry it: On windows, mirrors, and flatware. 
The cod-oil-tanned sheepskins are 
ultrasoft and superabsorbent, making 
them ideal for polishing silver and 
cleaning windows and mirrors. 
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The home improvement experts at HSOse 
trust flooring from Lumber Liquidators... 





Scan, call or go online 
for a FREE CATALOG 

http://goo.gl/AL7pm 


Virginia Mill Works 
Coronado Birch Handscraped 


When it comes to the best in hardwood flooring, nobody beats 

the flooring experts at Lumber Liquidators. 


In fact, our high quality floors have been featured on television's 
most prominent home improvement shows, such as This Old House 
And after 20 years in business, our stylish floors can be found 

in over two million homes. 


UUMBEB 


So, for the lowest prices, the highest quality and the best selection 
anywhere— trust the flooring experts the pros trust. 

Trust Lumber Liquidators. 


Proud sponsor of 


Hundreds of stores nationwide | 1-800-HARDWOOD | www.lumberliquidators.com 






home solutions shop smarter 


High-efficiency washers 

Is your old machine misbehaving? One of these energy-sippers 
will pay for itself over time while easing the washday routine 


Today’s high-efficiency 
(HE) washers make 
ditching one that’s on its 
last legs all the more 
appealing: You can save 
$100 or more each year 
on utility bills, thanks to 
wash tubs that spin faster, 
use less water, and wring 
out more of it per load, 
requiring less dryer time. 
Though front-loading 
machines still lead the 
category, HE top -loaders 
are gaining, with their 
larger capacities and lack 
of old-school agitators, so 
there’s less wear and tear 
on clothes. Tired of 
dealing with detergent— 
or having to visit the 
laundry room while 
cooking dinner? The new 
washers are smarter, too. 
Here’s what to consider 
before taking the 
HE plunge. 


-BOB MARKOVICH 


Shown: GE's new 
GTW860SSJWS high- 
efficiency top-ioading 
washer (available May 1 ): 
geappllances. com 




This machine lets 
you do laundry 
from afar using 
your smartphone. 



STUDY THE LOADING OPTIONS 

Most HE washers are Energy Star- 
certified and use some 20 percent 
less energy. Front-loaders spin fastest, 
are tops in efficiency, and are a bit 
gentler on clothes. But they also shake 
more, so figure on anti-vibration pads 
(about $25 at amazon.com). HE 
top-loaders are slightly less efficient 
than front-loaders but allow for late 
additions to the load and cost about 
$200 less; the one here starts at $799. 


ASSESS YOUR SPACE 

Where wiggle room is lacking, you can 
stack a front-loading washer and dryer 
or put them beneath a counter. For 
both front- and top-loaders, allow 57 to 
60 inches for side-by-side installation, 
with 1 to 3 inches in between for airflow, 
plus 4 to 6 inches at the back for vents 
and cords. Figure on 35 to 42 inches of 
height per machine— and be sure the 
one you want will fit through doorways. 

LOOK FOR LABOR-SAVERS 

Delay-start settings let you preset 
cycles for when utility rates are lowest. 
Some automatic dispensers can hold 
enough detergent for multiple washes; 
this model stores up to six months’ 
worth. Quick-wash cycles can handle 
lightly soiled loads, reducing the usual 
hour-plus wash time by 10 percent or 
more. Smartphone apps let you check 
load status, add cycles, and turn the 
machine on or off while doing other 
things. Large dials, digital displays, and 
a clear lid ease on-the-spot checks. 

CONSIDER A SET 

Matching colors and controls, newly 
introduced Energy Star standards 
for dryers, and the odds that an old 
dryer is on borrowed time are reasons 
to replace both your washer and 
dryer at the same time. 
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TURN 



LAUNDRY TIME ’ 

TURBO TIME 
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frRlGINAl 


SAVE UP TO 25 MINUTES m YOUR HICH EFFICIENCY WASH CYCLE. 
HE Turbo's Smart Suds” coflojpse faster to save up to 25 minutes a wash 
in your high efficfertcy machine. Look for HE TUrbo on Tide. 

tlde.com/fw 
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home solutions budget redo 


Cozy cottage entry for $177 

Board- and-batten wainscot and carefully placed hardware give a 
fresh new look— and purpose— to a formerly nondescript space 



BEFORE The ba re-bones 
entry had little square 
footage for mudroom 
storage. AFTER Building 
upward made the best 
use of this tight space 
while also providing a 
place for the family’s 
belongings. A shallow 
ledge acts as a rotating 
gallery for artwork. 


THE 

PROJECT 

TALLY 

Used pine lx3s and 
lx6s to create board- 
and-batten-style 
paneling and topped it 
with a display shelf $60 

Filled screw holes 
with wood filler; 
caulked the assembly 
and painted it with 
latex left over from 
a previous project $10 

Hung hooks at different 
heights to accommodate 
lots of items $17 

Replaced the old 
builder's-basic light 
fixture with a new 
punched-metal 
pendant $70 

Topped the display 
ledge with photos and 
accessories the couple 
had on hand, then 
finished the space 
with an entry rug $20 


TOTAL $177 


SOMETIMES WHEN YOU’RE SQUEEZED FOR SPACE, there’s nowhere to build but up. Just ask 
Sada and Reagan Lewis. The entryway of their 1950s ranch, in San Antonio, didn’t boast much square 
footage— or character, for that matter. The couple dreamed of making it a functional foyer with space 
to store their gear, since they already knew that their lone, overstaffed hall closet wasn’t cutting it. Sada’s 
“aha” moment came after she discovered a fellow blogger’s solution to the same problem: a custom 
board-and-batten wainscot that provides a landing zone for coats and bags without taking up a lot of 
space. Within the week, the couple had sketched out plans for a new-and-improved entry, with hooks 
for their essentials and a ledge to display artwork. Sada had lumber cut to size at the home center, and 
Reagan screwed pine lx3s and lx6s right over the drywall, then made the display shelf from a 1x3 
on top of upside-down base-cap molding. Sada married the pieces with white paint and dressed the ledge 
with photos and decorative items they had on hand. A new light fixture was the final touch, adding a subtle 
pop of color. Now Sada loves her entry, adding, “The extra organization is just a bonus!” -katelin hill 


THRIFTY, 
ARE YOU? 


Show us how 
you pinched 
' , a penny for a 

T- chance to 
receive a Fat Wallet 
Award. Scan this page 
with the Blippar app 
or go to thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 
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NEED HELP? 


TUNE 

INTO 





Join us as we travel the country helping people like you 
solve everyday home improvement problems. 

To watch full episodes, check air times in your area or submit your own home 
improvement question, visit thisoldhouse.com/watchasktoh 

EXCLUSIVELY ON 


ASK THIS OLD HOUSE IS SPONSORED BY 


1^ Agg®" AZEKj. 







Water with 
the wave of a hand. 

MotionSense^onLy from Moen. 
Wave over for a pot-fiLLing 
stream. Reach under for a 
quick rinse. It’s water how 
you want it, when you want it. 

moen.com 

tSiMOEN 

Buy it tor looks. Buy it for life* 


' ■'-'^f'Porated, 


before + after: 
kitchen 


Bright and open 

Merging the kitchen and the dining area creates one big happy family hangout 

BY MEGAN BAKER + PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALEX HAYDEN 


O 



© SOMETIMES IT TAKES 

a larger problem to finally 
spur the solution to a smaller one. 
Betina Simmons and Ian Blaine 
had been living in their 1927 
Tudor Revival for nearly a decade, 
dissatisfied with the cramped galley 
kitchen but otherwise smitten with 
the Seattle house. Then cracks in the 
foundation appeared, necessitating 
a renovation — and prompting them 
to take a good look at what they 
wanted from their cook space. 

Their priorities: open sight lines 
and lots of workspace, to give the 
couple and their two children room 
to spread out, even when they were 
all doing different things. With the 
help of a local firm, J.A.S. Design 
Build, the couple decided on a wide- 
open floor plan that fused cooking 
and dining areas and also called for 
a 9-foot rear expansion. 

The result is a big, bright space 
with an island that seats three, 
a table that fits eight, and yards of 
countertops, along with plenty of 
windows. Upper cabinets lost in the 
shake-up are compensated for with 
island storage, lots of deep base- 
cabinet drawers, and a hutch-like 
wall of built-ins. “The new kitchen 
is inviting and cozy without being 
too crowded,” says Betina. “Our 
kids can do homework at the table 
while we cook at the stove, and it 
still feels like we’re together.” 


BEFORE The counter-starved kitchen provided little room to work, 
and a separate breakfast nook broke up the cooking and dining spaces. 
AFTER An open layout with a large island offers lots of room to spread 
out and plenty of storage. Cabinets: Bellmont Cabinet Company. Range: 
Wolf. Vent hood: Vent-A-Hood. Pendant light: Marston & Langinger 


before 
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• before + after: 
kitchen 



















Homeowner Ian Blaine 
and son Anders gather 
around the new island, 
which is tucked into 
the kitchen's work 
zone. The space’s 
salvaged-fir box-beam 
ceiling echoes the 
T udor-style home’s 
exterior details. 



■-.- V jruui 

\Tra:. kitchen 

redo in our 


America’s 
Best Remodel 
contest for a 
chance to appear 
in our October 
issue. Scan this 
page with the 
Blippar app or go 
to thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 


before 

The old galley kitchen 
lacked storage, counter 
space, and natural light. 


10' 1/4" 



after 


Pushing the back out 9 feet absorbed 
an entry porch and allowed for a large 
open-plan cooking-and-dining space 
lined with windows. 


19' y/ ■ 


3] Created an almost 
square space to fit in an 
airy dining area that's 
visible from the kitchen. 


1] Bumped out 
the rear wall 
9 feet, annexing 
the back entry 
porch and gaining 
319 square feet of 
additional space. 


2] Added a 
storage island 
with an expansive 
food-prep surface 
tucked into the 
reconfigured 
and relocated 
work triangle. 



^ to deck 


open to 
family room 


table 


3 


b _ 

open to hall ^ 

built-in 
hutch ; 



4] Put in a wall 
of built-ins 
for storing 
dishwareand 
cookbooks, 
with a counter 
for serving. 

5] Carved out 
a pantry closet 
that steals 4 feet 
from the living 
room. It has an 
arched entry 
and an interior 
window salvaged 
during the redo. 


O 

O 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



d 


MOM'S TO-DO LIST WAS TOO LONG 
HER DAYS WERE TOO SHORT. 

BUT HER HUGS WERE JUST RIGHT. 

Your kids don't need perfection. They need you. 

Let COZI manage the details so you can focus 
on what really matters. 

Cozi tracks everyone's schedules and lists, 
and reminds the family so you don't have to. 

Happy Mother's Day. 
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GET COZI, IT'S FREE AT COZI.COM 








in iTunes® and Google Play^' 


eo. 

Family fife. Simplified. COZIO' 

©2015 Cozi Inc. All rights reserved. 
REAL SIMPLE is a trademark of Time Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

All referenced trademarks are the properties of their respective owners. 




• before + after: 
kitchen 



The cook space 
looks out onto an 
airy dining area 
and peeks into 
a corner pantry. 
The wall of 
hutch-like built-ins 
is a functional 
showpiece, with 
leaded-glass 
cabinet doors 
and a salvaged 
marble counter. 



New, energy-efficient windows match 
the look of the original ones. Their awning 
style makes them easy to operate when 
reaching over a deep counter. 


An apron-front sink, a gooseneck faucet, 
and soapstone counters lend vintage 
charm, while micro-sized ceramic 
subway tile adds a modern kick. Sink: 
Shaws. Faucet: Kohler. Tile: Ann Sacks 



hom 60 Wn 6 rtip ianblaine, Seattle 

“Using the same fir for the hase cahinets and the ceiling 
beams helps unite the look of the kitchen, even with 
the various paint colors added throughout.” 




The curved detail on the 
island countertop shows off 
the thick edge-grain maple, 
while the dark blue base 
brings out its warm tones. 
Butcher block: Windfall 
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Heating and Cooling Your Old House 



Window air conditioning units are noisy, drafty and I 
unsightly. And installing conventional air duct I 
systems in old houses often requires carving up I 
closets and walls at greet expense and disruption. ^ 

^Noisy window WC keeps you from hearing the TV 
Lose valuable closet space to ductwork 
^^$20,000 quotes for central air give you sticker shock 
:^Do n't pay to cool or heat rooms you don't use 
Dust and dirt during installation for a week or more 




Fujitsu minhsplits are today's most advanced 
form of heating and air conditioning. One unit 
can power up to 8 Indoor units simultaneously. 
Systems are quick and easy to Install. 

gf \ftftiisper quiet operation 
^ Comfort only the spaces you use 
Cost effective alternative to central air 
Sf Lowers utility bill up to 50%* 

Quick, professional installation in as littie as a day 


i 



FUJITSU 


Comfort your house the easy way. 
Visit www,constantcomfort,corn 





It's time to move the indoors outdoors. And nothing performs 
better on outdoor structures than 1 00% natural Western Red 
Cedar. Real Cedar is naturally resistant to rot and decay, and 
its deep, rich lustre and limitless finishing options means it 
will look fantastic in any yard. This year, make the most of 
your outdoor living: build with the real material. 


EMA PETER PHOTOGRAPHY 


COURTESY OF/ 

SARAH GALLOP DESIGN 


SOMETIMES YOU JUST 
HAVETO STOP & SMELL 
THE WESTERN RED CEDAR 


Then take a break and smell the Real Cedar. 



1 866 778 9096 

www.realcedar.com 





before + after: 

bath 

L A 


Long on luxury 

Luminous finishes and a smart layout turn a narrow space into 
a relaxing retreat by deborah Baldwin + photographs by aliseo’brien 



BEFORE The hall bath the couple had been using was short on creature comforts. 

AFTER The roomy new master bath, part of an addition, has amenities like radiant floor 
heating. Marble floor tile was hand-cut to mimic discontinued tile the designer had seen online 
and laid in a dynamic herringbone pattern. Tub: Victoria + Albert. Tub filler: Jado. Custom-cut 
floor tile: Ann Sacks. Windows: Pella. Side table: West Elm. Light fixture: Circa Lighting 


© WHEN LIFE hands you an 
impossibly long, skinny space, 
think about Jennifer DeLaney and 
Chris Reid. Their challenge began 
when they asked architect Lauren 
Strutman to design a three-story 
rear addition for their 1914 house, 
in St. Louis, no deeper than 8 feet. 
One result was a ribbon of space 
running nearly 19 feet across the 
back of the second floor — an 
opportunity, the couple ultimately 
decided, to decamp from the small 
hall bath they had been sharing and 
create a spa-like space off their 
bedroom. One existing bath had 
subway tile, another had a claw- 
foot tub. “I wanted to re-create 
that look,” says Jennifer. Working 
with interior designer Joni Spear 
and general contractor Steve 
McMillan, the couple framed the 
focal point of the new bath — an 
updated freestanding tub — with 
glass pocket doors, textured for 
privacy. “We have two kids who 
love to come bursting into the 
bedroom,” says Jennifer with a 
laugh. She adds: “With the new 
windows, there’s wonderful light. 
It’s such a pretty scene. And it fits 
so well with the rest of the house.” 
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• before + after: 
bath 


Leggy vanities were 
finished with a dark 
stain to evoke Art Deco 
furniture. Vanities: 
McMillan Cabinetmakers. 
Sconces: Rejuvenation 



New-old touches include 
basketweave tile in updated 
blue and white marble covering 
the shower niches and floor, 
and white marble subway tile 
on the walls. Tile: Ann Sacks 



SHARE YOUR 
REMODEL 

, Enter your 
■tS' bath redo in 
our America's 
Best Remodel 
contest for a chance 
to appear in our 
October issue. Scan 
this page with the 
Blippar app or go to 
thisoldhouse.com/ 
yourTOH 


after 

The new 142-square-foot space, located 
in an addition, is large enough for twin 
vanities, plus a separate tub and shower. 


- 1] Opened up the new 
exterior wall with a row 
of three windows. 


18 ' 11 " 


2] Opted for 
two separate 
custom vanities 
to maximize the 
available space. 


3] Enclosed ■ " 
the shower 
in frameless 
glass to let 
natural light 
flowthrough 
the space. 



wall with glass 
pocket doors. 


the sight line from 
the bedroom. 


pocket door. 
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CookingLigtit 


Turn Meal Time 
Into Family Time! 


Use COOKING LIGHT Diet to plan out easy, family-friendly dishes 
that are nutritious, delicious, and perfect for the whole crew. With nneals 
so sinnple and tasty, you’ll look forward to cooking — and your kids to eating! 




/N o-stress interactive tool fo 
phone, tablet, or computer 

^ Log on to set goals and foods 
your family likes to eat 

^Personalized menu plans 
delivered to your inbox 


SAVE 20% with Promo Code MEALTIME 

diet.cookinglight.com/imealtinne 


♦For new COOKING LIGHT Diet subscribers. © 2015 Time Inc. COOKING LIGHT is a 
trademark of Time Inc. Lifestyle Group, registered in the U.S. and other countries. 


SAVE 20% 
ONLINE i 

y 




• before + after: 
bath 




The vanity tops are quartzite, a stain- 
resistant natural stone. Vanity tops: 
Unique Stone Concepts. Faucet: Grohe 




The marble-look 
bullnose trim was 
inspired by chair 
rails elsewhere in 
the house. Outlets 
in the medicine 
cabinets reduce 
vanity-top clutter. 
Cabinet: Robern. 
Ceramic bullnose 
and base trim: 
WalkerZanger 



The toilet is tucked discreetly in a corner 
shielded by a pocket door. Pa/nf^wa/Zs); 
Sherwin-Williams’s Waterscape. Toilet: Toto 



pro adviC6 joni spear, interior designer, ST.LOUIS 

“A graphic floor pattern can be oriented to draw the 
eye toward the most important focal point in a room 
in this case, the freestanding soaker tub.” 




A custom cabinet 
holds linens and 
extra supplies. 

Knobs and pulls: 
Top Knobs 


I 

L 
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THE READER-CREATED ISSUE 



SHOWOFF 


enter THE SEARCH FOR 
AMERICA’S BEST REMODEL contest 


We re looking for your best KITCHEN, BATH, BEDROOM, 
YARD, and WHOLE-HOUSE REMODELS-and more 


ENTER YOUR REMODEL AT; 

thisoldhouse.coni/ 
yourTOH 

I DEADLINE; May 26, 2015 

I- 
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See yourself in the 

OCTOBER ISSUE of This Old House 

PLUS, SHARE 

your stories your money-saving tips 

your projects your clever ideas 









Fresh finds, 
fast fixes 

Introducing 23 
inventive new ways 
to upgrade your 
kitchen and baths 

BY TISHA LEUNG AND KATELIN HILL 


ZIPPY DOOR WARE 

Add punch to a pantry or other sliding 
door with Spectrum Color Barn Door 
Hardware, in your choice of eight 
colors, shown. Each kit comes with a 
track, a hanger, wheels, and a bottom 
guide. $433; realslidinghardware.com 


COLOR MEETS CHROME 

From the people who popularized the 
retro-style fridge comes the 30-inch 
Retro Stove, in eight standard colors, 
including Jadite Green, shown, and 200 
custom shades. Its extra-large oven is 
topped with sealed burners, two able to 
put out 15,000 Btus. $4,295: bigchill.com 


MOROCCAN MOSAIC 

Think beyond slab-like squares. 
This shapely 4-inch cement 
wall tile. Arabesque, has contours 
that fit together for an updated 
design, in 11 matte colors. From $15 
per square foot; granadatile.com 


SWAN-LIKE 

WORKHORSE 

The graceful profile of 
this articulating Artesso 
pull-down makes it fit 
for any style kitchen, and 
the supple hose has a 
nice long reach. Magnets 
ensure snappy docking; 
finishes include 
stainless steel, shown. 
From $720: brizo.com 


COTTAGE ISLAND 

This nimble 2-by-4-foot 
helpmate, aptly called the 

Server, has headboard 
paneling and a black 
granite top. One side has 
two open shelves and 
drawers, and the other can 
squeeze in two barstools. 

$549: twinstarhome.com 




PHOTOS: (TILES, KETTLE & TOASTER, HAND VAC, TOWELS, HARDWARE) TED MORRISON 





kitchen + bath 
special 


MOISTURE DISAPPEARING ACT 

Soft cotton Quick-Dri towels, in a choice of 12 
colors, save on dryer time and won’t smell 
mildewy come summer. The waffle weave 
allows air to circulate and the towels to dry 
about 30 percent faster than standard terry. 

$84 for a six- piece set; jcp. com 


W 


PIPES WITH PULL 

A witty take on industrial-chic tables and 
shelves. Steam Punk knobs and pulls 
come in several finishes, including this 
glowing Unlacquered Brass. $7.90 to $17 
each; atlashomewares.com 


VISUAL CUE 

TheTemp20’s light 
indicatorgoesfrom blue 
to magenta to red as the 
shower heats up, saving 
endless amounts of 
fiddling, nevermind 
inadvertent ice baths. 
$139: deltafaucet.com 


BREAKFAST 

CHUMS 

This chrome-trimmed 
plug-in kettle and two-slice 
toaster, members of 
Smeg’s new 50's Retro 
Style collection, sport stout 
powder-coated bodies in 
seven cheerful colors. From 
left: $120 and $140: 
smeg50style.com 


HIDDEN ORGANIZERS 

IKEA’s all-new kitchen system, 
the Sektion Collection, offers 
more than twice the storage and 
configuration options, plus 
deeper uppers, four door styles, 
and organizers like this drawer- 
in-a-drawer. About $2,199 fora 
lO-by-lO-foot kitchen: ikea-usa.com 


CRUMB CATCHER 

With a built-in hand vac and a 
180° swiveling head, the 
bagless Ergorapido is not 
your average bare-floor stick 
vac. Its self-cleaning 
brush-roll feature puts an 
end to snarls and, like the 
vac’s quick-release dust cup, 
aims to keep your hands 
clean. $150: electrolux.com 
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VINTAGE GLOW 

The well-priced brushed-nickel 
Brookside has a 12-inch prismatic-glass 
shade for diffused light and a metal 
stem to keep the cord under cover. Use 
one over a sink or a pair over an island 
for a dash of industrial style. $121; 

progressligh ting, com 





ON-TREND STORAGE 

Home-center cabinets from American 
Woodmark now come in a forward- 
looking gray finish called Painted 
Stone. Door styles include, from left, 
Charlottesville, Reading, and 
Savannah. From $185 per linear foot: 
homedepot.com 



NEW LOOKS IN LAMINATE 

Formica gets fresh, updated retro 
style, along with a glossy new scratch- 
resistant finish, with the Jonathan Adler 
Collection. Choices include neutral 


Lacquered Linen (countertop) and zesty 
orange Greek Key (backsplash). Sheets, 
from $17 per square foot: formica.com 


HAVE IT YOUR WAY 

Granite-topped vanities from Decolav’s 
Matt Muenster Designer Series come 
with an espresso-stained veneer and 
are sold as modules, so you can choose 
your own configuration. As shown, 
including sinks, tops, and pulls (but not 
faucets), $696: lowes.com 





WATER WALL 

Tilting Mosaic “body spray” tiles 
come round or square and are 
designed for easy installation. 
They’re also angling to be the first 
flush-mount spray tile that toggles 
from SPRAY to PULSE. Available in July, 
from $183 each: moen.com 


FULL SPEED AHEAD 

The compact, easy-to-clean 
Ratchet has an innovative 
back-and-forth handle that 
quickly spin-dries up to 16 
cups of lettuce in just a few 
moves. $35: kuhnrlkon.com 
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THERE’S MORE 

See 18 additional 
new finds for your 
kitchen and baths 

atthisoldhouse 

.com/may2015 


CEMENT STYLE 
FOR A SONG 

DIY a traditional cement-tile- 
inspired pattern with Merola’s 
7y4-by-7y4-inch glazed ceramic 
tiles— no sealant required. Choices 
include, from left, Revival Ring, 
Boheme Full, and Twenties Classic. 
$1.97 each; homedepot.com il 


SAFER COOKING 
WITH GAS 

Simmering a big pot of stock? 

The 36-inch Discovery Gas 
TouchTop can be programmed to 
turn off at a set time. Better still, it 
automatically shuts off after four 
hours, surely a first for gas burners. 
$1,999: dacor.com 


BRIGHTER AND LIGHTER 

Easier to install than cast iron, the 
Porcela undermount from Houzer is 
enameled steel and comes in four 
colors. The offset model shown is a 
punchy Navy Blue and, at about 19 by 
29 inches and 9 inches deep, weighs 
just 28 pounds. $452; wayfair.com 


• kitchen + bath special 


QUITE COOL 

Two flex-temp center 
drawers and a platinum- 
gray LED-lit interior with 
extras like an herb keeper 
make the 5-Door 
Freestanding fridge an 
invitation to get organized. 
The measured-water 
dispenser is a recipe 
helper; the sleek black- 
stainless finish marries 
with other appliances. 
$4,199: kltchenaid.com 


QUICK RETROFIT 

Pop the Touchless Toilet kit into 
the tank, et voila, you have a 
battery-operated, hands-free, 
ADA-compliant flush. A sticker on 
the lid tells you where to wave. 
$67: kohler.com 


CRACKLE ’N’ POP 

For a quick cabinet or 
vanity makeover. Crackle 
Hexagonal Knobs from 
Home Decorators have a 
colorful crazed-ceramic 
head in four colors and an 
antiqued-brass-finish 
base. $2.88 each: 
homedepot.com 


ACADEMY AWARD^^ NOMINEE 

DOCUMENTARY FEATURE 


AM RICAN EXPERIENCE 



DIRSGTS.!) AND PSODIJOSD RORY KSNNSDY 


TIIESDAV PBS. 

PBS.Dnt/lASTDMSmVIETNKH SVIETIIAHPBS 
FyNAMBPHOlllDEDS'f P'mS, 



landscaping 


Power plants 

Unfussy and long-lived, garden perennials pump out beautiful foliage and 
flowers year after year. Here, standouts everyone should grow bykatekaram 


© VIEW A JAW-DROPPING 

garden and it’s likely you’re 
seeing the potential of perennials 
at work. Trees and shrubs form 
the bones, and annuals add 
bright notes to a garden, but 
it’s perennials — herbaceous, 
non woody plants that go dormant 
in fall, then return in spring — that 
provide the textures, forms, and 
calculated sequence of colorful 
bloom that every garden needs. 
Once planted, perennials can 
endure for years, even decades. 
That’s why selecting them is such 
an important process, one that 
can be challenging given the 
myriad new species and cultivars 
made available every year. 

To come up with a group of 
perennials that could be considered 
the backbone of any well-planned 
garden, we turned to horticulturists 
Ruth Rogers Clausen and Thomas 
Christopher, authors of more 
than a dozen books between them, 
including their new guide. Essential 
Perennials (Timber Press). They 
gave us a short list of plants that 
deliver successive bloom — early, 
mid, and late season — and grow 
well in most parts of the country 
with minimal care. For new 
gardeners, these tried-and-true 
picks are a great place to start; 
experienced gardeners on the hunt 
for exceptional cultivars will find 
g those, too. For the details, read on. 

S Riotous with high-summer 

g color, this perennial border 

y is built to last. After the 

g delphiniums fade, purple 

d salvias and strappy-leafed 

H variegated irises keep the 

d show going till fall. 
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Early risers 

spring to the start of summer 

1_ Hellebore (Helleboms) Among the first to flower, 
these blooms often provide color while there’s still snow 
on the ground. Four species are commonly available, along 
with dozens of hybrids derived from them. Plant in clusters 
in shaded or woodland areas. Prefers rich, well-drained 
soil; once established, tolerates drought. Part to full shade. 
Grows up to 2 feet high and wide. Zones 4-9 
CHOICE CULTIVAR The ‘Royal Heritage’ strain (shown) 
is superhardy. 3V2-inch pot, $14; waysidegardens.com 

2 _ False indigo (Baptisia) This drought-tolerant 
native is a butterfly and bee magnet and thrives where 
other plants struggle. Blooms mid to late spring. Blue false 
indigo has bright-blue flowers; other species and hybrids 
bloom in shades of purple, yellow, or white. Plant with 
Siberian irises, peonies, and spring bulbs. Prefers rich soil 
but is adaptable. Full sun. Grows 2 to 4feet high. Zones 3-9 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Midnight Prairie Blues’ (shown) holds 
up in extreme heat. 1-quart pot, $13; avantgardensne.com 

3- Siberian iris (iris slbirlca) Prized for its strong, 
upright flower stalks adorned with intricately patterned 
flowers in rich colors— from white to violet to near-black. 
Blooms from mid-May through June. Grow with foxgloves, 
hardy geraniums, and perennial salvias. Prefers moist 
conditions, but tolerates a range of soils. Sun or shade. 
Grows up to 4 feet tall and wide. Zones 3-9 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Snow Queen’ (shown) is a white repeat 
bloomer. 3V2-inch pot, $12; bluestoneperennials.com 

Heat seekers 

early to late summer 

4_ Co/IC^OWer^Ech/nacea) While the tough-as-nails 
purple coneflower is a classic worth growing, new hybrids 
thrill with lime, orange, and hot-pink blooms. All flower for 
months, are drought tolerant, and are resistant to deer and 
rabbits. Plant with catmint and phlox. Prefers humidity, 
heat, and well-drained soil but is equally cold tolerant. Full 
sun. Grows up to 3 feet high and wide. Zones 4-9 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Hot Papaya’ (shown) is a fade-resistant 
orange. 3-inch pot, $14; bluestoneperennials.com 
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5— Crcr/iesfel/Z (Hardy geranium) Not the annual 
bedding plant but a long-lived true perennial with a 
mounding habit and butterfly-attracting flowers. Plant 
under roses or with phlox or coreopsis. Prefers rich, 
well-drained soil; once established, tolerates periods 
of drought. Sun or afternoon shade in warmer zones. 

Grows up to 3 feet high and wide. Zones 4-10 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Johnson’s Blue’ (shown) is the truest 
blue-flowering cultivar. 3-inch pot, $8; diggingdog.com 

6^ Phlox (Phlox) Newcultivars of fragrant, tall summer 
phlox (P. paniculata) are more resistant to the powdery 
mildewthat plagued oldervarieties. Otherspecies, such 
as creeping phlox, add color to sunny slopes or woodland 
gardens. Plant summer phlox with coneflowers, daylilies, 
and perennial salvias. Prefers cool, moist, fertile, well- 
drained soils: few thrive in high heat and humidity. Sun 
to part shade. Summer phlox grows up to 3 feet high and 
2 feet wide. Zones 3-8 

CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Shortwood’ (shown) is notable for 
disease resistance. 4-inch pot, $9; perennialpleasures.net 

7— Delphinium (Delphinium) While the species is 
famously finicky, new strains of hybrids (D. x elatum) 
combine the assets of their English relatives with a more 
vigorous, self-sufficient constitution. Plant with bee balm 
and Shasta daisies. Prefers rich, well-drained soil; treat as 
annuals where it’s hot and humid. Full sun to part shade. 
Grows up to 6 feet tall and 2 feet wide. Zones 3-10 
CHOICE CULTIVAR The ‘New Millennium’ strain, including 
‘Morning Lights’ (shown), is notably disease resistant. 
4-inch pot, $13; bluestoneperennials.com 

Late bloomers 

end of summer through fall 

S’— Sneezeweed (Helenium) Blooming in autumnal 
shades of orange, red, copper, oryellow, this tall perennial 
is a standout in fall. Blooms constantly for six to 10 weeks 
from latesummertill frost. Plant with catmint and torch 
lilies. Prefers cool, moist soil. Full sun. Grows up to 5 feet 
high and 3 feet wide. Zones 3-9 

CHOICE CULTIVAR Few hybrids rival old-school ‘Moerheim 
Beauty’ (shown). BYz-inch pot, $8; diggingdog.com 

9- Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckla) With their 
daisy-like flowers, tolerance for drought, and months of 
bloom, these natives deserve their rep as must-haves for the 
fall garden. Plant with grasses, sedums, and Russian sage. 
Prefers fertile, well-drained soil but tolerates average soil. 
Full sun. Grows up to 7 feet tall and 2 feet wide. Zones 3-9 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Goldsturm’ (shown) is more compact, 
with larger flowers. 3-inch pot, $9; whiteflowerfarm.com 

10^ Aster (Symphiotrichum) These late bloomers bring 
rich rose and lavender hues to the fall garden. Of the many 
species and cultivars available, it’s the taller-blooming New 
England aster that’s the showstopper. Prefers moist, rich 
soil but tolerates a variety of conditions. Full sun to part 
shade. Grows up to 6 feet tall and 3 feet wide. Zones 4-8 
CHOICE CULTIVAR ‘Alma Potschke’ (shown) is reliably 
disease resistant. 1-gallon pot, $15; monrovia.com A 





Where will color take you ? 

Ask Sherwin-Williams and discover a new world of color with 
the very best paint. Visit a store or sherwin-williams.com/color. 


Shbrwin 

WiLUMVIS. 




paint ideas 


Whimsical headboard 

Create a charming bed, no hammer and nails needed 

BY DEBORAH BALDWIN + PHOTOGRAPHS BY DEBORAH WHITLAW LLEWELLYN 


© HIDDEN IN this sweet 2-D 
headboard is an important 
paint tip. “Start with the bedding,” 
says Brian Carter, a decorative 
painter in Atlanta. “You can 
always match paint to fabric, but 
you can’t always match fabric to 
paint.” For this project, he drew 
two shades from the linens to 
compose an accent wall as deft 
as a well-made bed. A coat of pink 
went down first, followed by broad 
khaki-green stripes, created with 
the help of a yardstick, a plumb 
line, and painter’s tape. Enter 
two templates. Start with 36-inch- 
wide kraft paper and draw the 
headboard, making two square- 
top posts slightly narrower than 
the stripes. Fold the paper down 
the middle and cut out the side 
that looks best. Unfold the 
template, position it above pillow 
height, outline it in pencil, then 
fill it in, down to mattress level, 
with two coats of white paint. 
Pencil in the scalloped post caps 
and dots, and paint them and the 
border outline with a Vi-inch 
artist’s brush. For template two, 
the finials, draw a silhouette of 
a stylized bird large enough to 
straddle a stripe; use a saucer or 
a compass to draw its perch. Flip 
this template so that the birds face 
each other. “If the stripes are evenly 
spaced, the rest can have a relaxed 
look,” Carter says. “Imperfections 
are part of the charm. ” ft 



WE LOVE PAINT IDEAS 


Enter your creative paint project 
TS . in our America’s Best Remodel 
contest for a chance to appear in 
■ ' October’s reader-created issue. 
Scan this page with the Blippar app or 
go to thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIREOTORY, PAGE 104 
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Cottage dining room 

Easygoing furniture and quirky, colorful finds liven up this informal 
eating space by kathryno’shea-evans + photograph by anthonytieuli 


© COTTAGE STYLE is at its 
best when it’s as lighthearted 
as it is cozy. Take this dining room, 
in a Victorian-era house near the 
shore in Massachusetts. Looking 
to create a cheery room in which 
to relax with friends and family, 
owners Rick and Chris Schwartz 
whitewashed the walls and the 
exposed framing for an airy feel. 
An oversize industrial pendant 
spotlights pale maple furniture — 
a farmhouse table with turned legs 
and Shaker-style side chairs. The 
watery blues and steel grays on the 
chair backs, striped rug, and folk- 
art whale evoke the ocean nearby. 
Playful soda signs, rustic baskets, 
and vintage tableware keep things 
sunny, whatever the weather. 

Want an equally spirited look 
at your place? Read on. 


striped rug 

Varied-width stripes add a 
sophisticated look to this 
denim-blue and off-white 
flat-weave cotton rug. 
6-by-9-foot rug, $432; 
aspencarpetdesigns 



GOT A ROOM WITH STYLE? 


Enter your bedroom, living 
room, or dining room redo for 
“ a chance to win our America’s 
■ ' Best Remodel contest and 

appear in our October issue. Scan 
this page with the Blippar app or go 
to thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH 
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get this look 
for less 






rustic runner 

A length of yellow burlap fringed at 
the edges brightens the tabletop in 
an unfussy way; the low price point 
means you won't mind if it takes a 
spill. $8 per yard; bandjfabrics.com 


dining table 

Rubberwood makes 
this handsome 
turned-leg table 
especially sturdy. 
$550; pierl.com 


folk- art whale 

This hand-painted pine number 
lends a buoyant touch to any 
room. $34, Folky Birds and 
Fish; etsy.com 


vintage-look signs 

Authentic metal signage from soda 
pop’s early years can be pricey; 
these reproductions strike the same 
effervescent note for not a lot of coin. 
$15 and $12; retroplanet.com 


three-light pendant 

Graceful white-glass shades on this silver-finish 
fixture from Quoizel cast a wide glow over the party 
for a lot less than the homeowners’ reproduction 
Holophane factory light. $370; wayfair.com 


picnic baskets 

Vintage woven food 
hampers add a 
summery feel— and 
provide charming 
storage. We found the 
hardworking, ant-free 
ones here on eBay for 
$10 and $29. 


DIY 


Shaker side chair 

Backs and seats woven from cotton tape 
have been keeping diners comfy since the 
1860s, when the Shakers of Mount Lebanon, 
New York, developed the style. Get an authentic look 
with a kit ($239; shakerworkshops.com). Assemble the 
rock-maple frame, finish as desired (ours is natural), 
then weave the tape in a classic checkerboard pattern, i 







FREE SHIPPING* 

Free Returns • Free Exchanges 


Call 1 ( 800 ) 429-0039 

GravityDefyer.com/PH4EGW5 

Gravity Defyer Corp. 
10643 Glenoaks Blvd 
Pacoima, CA 91331 


G-DEFY 

SUPER WALK 


SHOES THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE... GUARANTEED! 


*Offer valid for new customers only. Billing options selected during checkout. Shoes must be returned within 30 days and in like new condition for 
refund or exchange. Free shipping anywhere in the U.S. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details. 


gravity defyer 

r’OOTWtz.AM TeCl-tN01_0Q.Y 


you forward. Stay more aotive on your feet and 
experienoe unparalleled oomfort and performanoe. 

Feel Weightless 

Standing, walking, and running are easier as the 
VersoShook® system’s energy return makes you 
feel lighter, like you’re walking on olouds. 


7 decided to fulfill a life’s dream and go to 
China. . . without my Gravity Defyer® [shoes] 
this would have been impossible. ” - Eleanor W 

“After ordering and wearing your Gravity 
! S' Defyer® [shoes], I have renewed faith 
that I will be able to continue my passion 
for senior softball. Thank you. ” - Ron B 

“I work In a restaurant. Finally found the 
shoes that don’t kill my legs and feet. . . Gravity 
Defyer® shoes are awesome!” - Diana B 

Super Walk $129.95 


Men -Sizes 7.5-15 
Medium & Wide Widths 

WHITE TB9004MWS 
■ BLACK TB9004MBS 


Women • Sizes 5-1 1 
Medium & Wide Widths 

BLK/PURP TB9004FBP 
■ WHT/BLU TB9004FWSU 
C WHT/PNK TB9004FWSP 


Medium Widths 

.Ti BLUE TB9004MUS 

■ GREY TB9004MGS 

■ BLK/RED TB9004MBR 


Medium Widths 

■ GRY/PNK TB9004FGP 


* ^4 Tent 


Stock abeopfan Measimiffit of [naxkrun [resifB 
Enwm return: MeEwemerUofona® jBtunad 


SHOCK AASOOPTICM SIUDV tFW ^012 


V/orao- 


Absorbs Shock 
on Impact 


The Ultimate Shock 
Absorbing Footwear 

As featured in hundreds of 
magazines, on radio and 
TV nationwide. Gravity 
Defyer® shoes are changing 
lives every day. They 
have become a comfort 
phenomenon, and are being 
used and recommended by 
professionals in hospitals, 
the food service industry, 
board rooms across the 
country and more. 

A Decade of Science in Every Pair 

The patented VersoShook® system was 
developed by Impact Research Technology and 
is found exclusively in Gravity Defyer® footwear. It 
absorbs harmful impact relieving discomfort from 
every step before returning energy that propels 


Energy Return 
Propels You 


40% LESS 

Harmftil Impairt 

Ihiii 1ti» kuBis ocfnpatKir 


19% MORE 

Energy Return 

Ifeu th* IHC DDflipBttlOr 


PDQ 


Mg 







Photoshop redo 


From flat to friendly 




Stickwork in 
the gable is an 
eye-catching 
hallmark of 


A new porch and Craftsman details turn a humdrum 
facade into one that’s gracious and welcoming 


BY KATHRYN O’SHEA-EVANS + ILLUSTRATION BY DRAWGATE INC. 


before 


© “WE BOUGHT OUR house 
for the backyard — we don’t 
love anything about the curb ap- 
peal,” says Laura Porter, who shares 
this 1942 Colonial Revival, in Mary- 
land, with her wife, Bonnie Scarbor- 
ough. We turned to local architect 
Brian McCarthy, of Bennett Frank 
McCarthy Architects, for pointers 
on upgrading the facade. 

His biggest concerns: “The house 
lacks depth, and the entrance is too 
understated.” He’d start by adding 
a porch with a gable projecting out 
from the second story above it for 
a heightened sense of arrival. Swap- 
ping the windows for larger, divided- 
light versions would supply period 
detail; extended eaves bring the 
scale of the house down and make 
the new porch feel more integrated. 
Varying the materials — painted 
shingles, a metal porch roof, and 
the original brick first floor — add 
needed texture. 


finishing touches 

Craftsman-inspired accents 
and colors layer on the charm. 






Laura’s reaction? “We love it! 
We didn’t realize how much we 
missed a front porch until now.” * 


WANT A PHOTOSHOP REDO? 

Send snapshots to 

redo@thisoldhouse.com 


sconce 

A copper-oxide finish 
gives this lantern-style 
fixture authentic- 
looking patina; the 
frosted-glass shade 
softens the glow. 
Lamps Plus; $114 


paint 

Muted sage, warm 
white, and deep green 
complement the first 
floor’s brick facade. 
Laurel Mist, Frostwork, 
and Hazel Woods by Behr; 
from $28 per gallon 


knocker 

This solid-brass fox in 
an oil-rubbed-bronze 
finish adds a 
dignified air to the 
entry. Signature 
Hardware; $84 


door 

The three lights on this 
Craftsman-style 
Douglas-fir door let 
extra natural light into 
the foyer. Simpson; 
from $700 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIREOTORY, PAGE 104 
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Space for the whole family 

A young Colonial gets a knockout kitchen with views of the house’s 
best feature— the backyard— and three separate bedrooms for the kids 

BY JILL CONNORS + PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANTHONY TIEULI 



THE SETTING WAS perfect. 
The house was not. That didn’t 



stop Jeremy and Jody Kieval from 
buying their 1966 Colonial, in Lex- 
ington, Massachusetts, in 2011. Af- 
ter all, it sat on a three-quarter-acre 
lot bordering 100 acres of conserva- 
tion land in their dream neighbor- 
hood. “Jeremy had the vision right 
from the start,” says Jody, recalling 
that on their first visit he sketched 
out a plan for opening the rear of the 
house to the view. They moved in 
with their three young daughters 
and lived in the house for several 
years before starting the remodel. 

The stunning result, seen here and 
on the current season of TOH TV, 
includes: an 800-square-foot addi- 
tion over the garage that created 
space for two additional bedrooms, 
a bathroom, and a second laundry 
room; a large, windowed kitchen; an 
expanded mudroom with access to 
the garage; a three-season porch and 
deck in back; and a welcoming porch 
out front. 

For architect William Hubner, a 
key factor was making sure the addi- 
tion felt harmonious. “The rooflines 
of the addition are designed very 
carefully not to overwhelm the exist- 
ing house,” he says. “We pulled back 


CENTRAL HUB Two kitchen islands (ABOVE) create generous traffic 
corridors and distinct zones: one near the range for prep and another where 
the three girls can gather with their parents, Jody and Jeremy Kieval (INSET). 
Touches such as antiqued mirrored panels with decorative grillework for 
separate freezer and refrigerator columns upped the style from the original 
kitchen, with its brick-look floor (BEFORE). 


THIS PAGE 
FLOORING: Lumber 
Liquidators 
COUNTERTOPS: 
PentalQuartz 
RANGE: Wolf 


CABINETRY: Signature 
Custom Cabinetry 
REFRIGERATOR AND 
FREEZER: Sub-Zero 
CUSTOM VENT HOOD: 
Amore Design Factory 


SINKS, FAUCETS, 
POTEILLER: Rohl 
ISLAND PENDANTS: 

Hudson Valley 
Lighting 


TOHTV 



GREAT ROOM GETS GREATER 
Interior designer Robin Gannon 
envisioned the new media wall, 
which features reclaimed wood 
doors that slide open on barn-door 
hardware to reveal the television. 
Surrounding cabinetry mimics the 
doors' panels, providing a traditional 
architectural element and additional 
storage for media and games. 


LIGHT MEALS An eating 
area along the kitchen’s 
new rear wall of windows 
stands in for the dining 
room for everyday meals. 
Two sets of French doors 
lead to the deck and 
three-season porch, 
respectively. 


THIS PAGE 

HANGING FIXTURE: 

Hudson Valley Lighting 

KITCHEN RADIANT FLOOR 
HEATING: Uponor 
GREAT-ROOM CHANDELIER: 

Restoration Hardware 
MEDIA WALL BUILT-INS: 

Matthew Allen Contracting 
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FLOOR PLANS Bumping out the rear wall on the first floor 
accomplished a lot, expanding the kitchen and creating 
direct access from it to the great room, back deck, and 
new three-season porch. The second-floor addition 
includes side-by-side bedrooms, a bathroom, the second 
laundry, and a common area with a built-in window seat. 


1st floor 


scale 



2nd floor 




DROP ZONE Cubbies in the mudroom encourage the girls to 
shed their gear before hitting the kitchen on the way in from the 
front porch. Garage access is around the corner to the right. 



EXTERIOR ENHANCED The old screened porch (BEFORE) was demolished, making 
way for an expanded kitchen, a three-season porch, and a new deck with corner 
stairs (ABOVE). LEFT : A new farmer’s porch adds a welcoming element to the 
front of the house, and its roof ties the old house to the addition above the garage. 
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UNIQUE BEDROOM The bedrooms were designed to reflect 
the girls' personalities. Here, a polka-dot wall covering on 
the ceiling, a swinging chair, a piano rug, and whimsical wall 
decals suit a lively and music-loving young girl. 



A ROOM FOR (ALMOST) ALL SEASONS 
Just off the kitchen, the enclosed porch 
is comfy most of the year thanks to 
electric radiant floor warming and glass 
panels that swap out for screens in 
warm weather. Shiplap pine decking 
on the uninsulated walls and vaulted 
ceiling creates a rustic look. 


BATHROOM WITH ZONES 
The new second-floor 
bath serves the two new 
bedrooms, leaving the 
old bath to the youngest 
girl and guests. A door 
between the double-sink 
vanity and the shower/ 
toilet area, which has its 
own sink, makes it easier 
for two to share the space. 


THESE PAGES 

MATERIALS FOR CUBBIES: 

The Home Depot 

LANDSCAPE: Timothy 
Lee Landscape Design 
PORCH COLUMNS: 
Turncraft 
WINDOWS: Harvey 
Building Products 
PORCH TILE: Roma 


BATHROOM CABINETRY: 

Woodpro 

BATH FAN: Panasonic 
BEDROOM POLKA 
DOTS: Juju Papers 
DANDELION DECAL: 

Wallums 

HANGING CHAIR: IKEA 
PIANO RUG: Rug Studio 

STORAGE BED: Sleepy’s 



the connector piece and had the gable 
roofline swoop down to the first- 
floor eaves line.” At the back, the 
porch came down to make way for a 
9-foot kitchen bumpout and a three- 
season porch, both with walls of 
windows for unobstructed views. To 
support the addition on a lot where 
digging a foundation was a no-go 
because of its wetlands adjacency, 
TOH general contractor Tom Silva 
used 11 concrete piers. 

Fine-tuning the layout of the 22- 
by-24-foot kitchen also took some 
doing. Kitchen designer Michele 
Kelly, of Venegas and Company, 
landed on the idea of two islands as 
a way to create distinct zones for 
prep work and gathering. Now the 
Kievals have a proper cook’s kitch- 
en, not to mention separate rooms 
for the girls and a great room that 
works for day-to-day use as well as 
for entertaining. They can finally 
enjoy not only the perfect spot, but 
also the perfect house, ir 
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We’re All About Comfort 

The Company Store® has been 
synonymous with craftsmanship 
and quality for generations. Since 
1911 we've been handcrafting our 
down comforters and pillows in 
our LaCrosse, Wisconsin factory- 
something we continue to do 
proudly and with a lot of expertise. 
Get 15% off your order + free 
shipping. Enter code BLUE515. 
Offer expires 7/27/15. 

Shop with us at 

thecompanystore.com 


HARBOR FRgI CMT 



CHicjuwn 


Quality, Accuracy, 

Power, Precision 

Tackling a home project? Want 
jobsite quality? Then you need 
the 12” Doubie-Bevei Miter Saw 
from Chicago Eiectric Power 
Toois. Make smooth and 
accurate cuts with a powerful 
15 amp motor and dual slide rails. 
Use code 48477601 to buy this 
saw for only $134.99, exclusively 
at Harbor Freight Tools. 

Offer expires 8/10/15. 

550 STORES NATiONWiDE 
HarborFreight.com 



Real Cleaning. For Your Real Life. 

Life is busy and you can't slow down to clean. Introducing new Ciorox® 
Pump'N Ciean™ Tripie Action Dust Wipes and ScrubSingies7 

innovative products from Ciorox that make real cleaning simple 
and get you back to what you want to be doing- 
enjoying life. 

ciorox.com/products/new-products 




Frame that Bare Mirror! 

Is your bathroom mirror un framed? 
Are the edges desilvering? 

Frame it in minutes with a 
MirrorMate frame. It's the DIY 
frame you install while your 
mirror is on the wall. The pre-taped 
frame presses right onto the 
mirror. 65+ beautiful frame styles. 
Order samples and start your 
mirror makeover today. 

mirrormate.com 



MirntrMiuc 


Abbey Carpet & Floor 

[ Whether you're remodeling 

i; your home or just want to 

[ give your favorite room a new 

E look, visit your locally owned 

j Abbey Carpet & Fioor 

i showroom to see the latest 

E styles and fashions in flooring. 

E We're sure you'll find exactly 

I what you're looking for... 

E all at prices that will make 

I you smile! 

[ buyabbey.com/offer 

r 

I; 
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Shelves that Slide 

Tired of getting down on your 
hands and knees to get that pot 
or pan? Sheives that Siide 
offers quality pullout shelves 
custom made for your cabinets. 
Do it yourself and save with our 
premium shelves— only $60 
each, with shipping. Order online 
or call or email for a free catalog 
800.598.7390 

shelvesthatslide.com 






weekend remodel 


Build a living wall 

Use pressure-treated lumber and galvanized planter boxes 
to erect a vertical garden filled with colorful greenery 

BY PAUL HOPE + PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURA MOSS 



COST $64 for the frame 
TIME 2 days 

DIFFICULTY Easy. Mounting 
the frame to the siding is 
the only delicate step. 


© WALL-MOUNT PLANTERS are ever more popular in cities, where industrious 
gardeners must make use of every inch of outdoor space. But their appeal stretches 
well beyond the urban jungle. A striking floral installation can brighten a big blank wall, 
take advantage of sunlight that never reaches the ground, and, best of all, keep you off your 
knees. Our original design is a simple grid with lattice sections for climbing vines and horizontal 
rails that function as French cleats, making it easy to change the position of planter boxes or 
bring them indoors for winter — great for, say, tending herbs. Follow along as senior technical 
editor Mark Powers walks you through the steps to becoming a vertical gardener. 

Planters: Grey Zinc Window Boxes, from $13: jamaligarden.com. Perennials: provenwinners.com 
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• weekend remodel 


DAY-TO-DAY 

TIMELINE 


SATURDAY Build the frame and shelves (Steps 1-3) . 
SUNDAY Hang and plant the garden (Steps 4-5). 


caulk 


PVC 

standoff 


deck 

screw 



hanging rail lattice panel 


upright 


planter 


structural screw 


decorative bevel 


shelf 


Finished dimensions; 
lO'W X 6'H 


Find a cut list at thisoldhouse 
.com/may2015. 


TOOLS 

stud finder 

tape measure 

4-foot level 

clamps 

combination 

square 

circular saw 
with fence 

drill/driver 

9-by-V4-inch 
drill bit 

miter saw 

MATERIALS 

1x6 pressure- 
treated pine Get 

four 12 -footers for 
the hanging rails. 

1x4 pressure- 
treated pine Get 

five 8-footers for 
the uprights. 

1x2 pressure- 
treated pine Get 

one 12-footer. 

2x4 lumber Get 

two 6-footers. 


y 2 -inch lattice 

Getone4-by-8- 
foot panel. 

galvanized-steel 
planter boxes 

1- inch PVC pipe 

Get a 4-foot length. 

IVi-inch deck 
screws 

2V2-inch screws 

8-inch structural 
screws 

painter’s tape 

exterior wood 
glue 

latex caulk 

exterior-grade 

stain 

2- inch chip brush 
plants 

potting soil 

planting mix 

green vinyl 
plant tape 



1 SIZE THE FRAME 

A] Lay out the grid. Locate the studs on the interior 
wall and mark them with painter’s tape. Now use the 
1x2 as a story stick for pinpointing the locations on the 
exterior: Even up the end of the stick with the jamb of a 
door or window inside, mark the stud locations on it, then 
take it outside, line it up with the same jamb, and transfer 
the marks to the siding. Now use painter’s tape and the 
4-foot level to design the planter frame on the siding, 
aligning at least two of the uprights with studs. 

B] Make the rails. Clamp a 1x6 to the edge of a work 
surface, mark the centerline of the board’s width on its 
end, then set the combination square to % inch and use it 
to make a perpendicular mark across the first line. Set the 
circular saw to cut at a 45° bevel, adjust the fence so that 
the blade hits the intersection of the two marks, and rip 
down the length of the board, as shown. Each beveled half 
is a single hanging rail. Cut them to the desired length, 
and save the offcuts to make planter and shelf cleats. 
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2 BUILD THE FRAME 

A] Mark for the uprights. Use the circular saw to 
cut the uprights to length, making a decorative 45° bevel 
at each end. Gang the rails together on the work surface, 
bevel up and ends flush. Use the combination square to 
mark where the uprights should cross the rails, based on 
your layout, then line up a 1x4 scrap with the marks and 
draw a line across the board faces. 

B] Fasten the rails. With their beveled edges facing up, 
fan out the rails to create equal spacing between them, 
making sure they’re at least 12 inches apart to allow room 
for the plants and planters. Lay the uprights across the 
rails at their marks, with their beveled ends facing down 
and overhanging the top and bottom equally. Drill two 
pilot holes through the upright and into the rail at opposite 
corners of each intersection, leaving the center clear for the structural screws. Fasten the 
uprights to the rails with PA-inch deck screws. 

C] Finish the frame. Measure the spaces that you want to cover with lattice, and add 1 
inch to all four sides to create an overlap with the rails and uprights. Mark a sheet of lattice, 
clamp it to a work surface, and cut the panels to size with the circular saw. Dry-fit the panels, 
then drill pilot holes through the top layer of lattice and into the uprights before securing 
them with deck screws. T reat the finished frame by brushing on two coats of exterior stain, 
allowing the first coat to dry before applying the second. 



SHARE YOUR DIY PROJECT! 


Upload pictures of something 
you built for a chance to 
j appear in October’s reader- 

created issue. Scan this 

^ge with the Blippar app or go 
to thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH 




J BUILD THE HANGING PARTS 

A] Make the planters. For the cleats, cut scraps 
of beveled rail slightly shorter than the width of each 
planter. Cut a 1x2 nailing block the same length as each 
cleat. Sandwich the upper lip of the planter between the 
nailing block and the cleat, with its bevel down and facing 
the planter. Clamp the pieces together, and drill pilot holes 
through the cleat and planter and into the nailing block. 
Fasten cleat to block with deck screws, as shown. 

B] Make the shelves. Cut a scrap piece of 1x6 and one 
of 1x4 to length, as well as a beveled cleat. Apply wood 
glue to the edge of the 1x4 and clamp it against the face 
of the 1x6. Drill pilot holes through the 1x6 and into the 
glued edge of the 1x4, and join the two pieces with deck 
screws. Fasten the cleat to the back of the shelf with 
deck screws, as shown. 



• weekend remodel 




4 MOUNT THE FRAME 

A] Drill pilot holes. Measure from the deck or the 
ground up to the bottom of the first rail, and cut two 2x4s 
to that length. Cut two more at least 4 inches longer. Pair 
the mismatched boards, even them up at one end, and 
fasten together with 2 V 2 -inch screws to make two braces. 
Use them to prop the frame in place against the wall. Fit 
your drill/driver with the 9-inch-long Vi-inch bit. At the 
center of each rail-upright intersection, drill a pilot hole 
through the frame and siding and into the stud, as shown. 
B] Cut the standoffs. To find the angle of your siding, 
butt a short piece of scrap against one course where it 
dead-ends into trim. Use the trim as a straightedge to 
mark the scrap, and use that piece to adjust the miter- 
saw blade to the correct angle. Cut 4-inch standoffs 
from 1-inch PVC pipe, one for each structural screw, 
making a straight cut on one end and a beveled cut on the other to match the angle of the siding. 

C] Hang the frame. Find the intersection at the center of the frame and drive a structural screw 
through the pilot hole and the PVC standoff until its tip extends slightly past the standoff. Find the 
pilot hole in the siding with the tip of the screw. Run a bead of latex caulk around the beveled lip of 
the standoff, and drive the screw into place. Check the frame for level and secure the rest of the 
intersections the same way. Remove the braces. 


SEE HOW IT’S DONE 

To watch an instructional 
video of this project, go to 

thisoldhouse.com/may2015 


b PLANT THE GARDEN 

A] Fill the planters. Fit your drill/driver with a 
Vi-inch bit and drill a series of drainage holes in the 
bottom of each metal planter. In a bin, combine 2 parts 
potting soil with 1 part planting mix, and fill the planters 
with the mixture. Make holes and set the plants in place. 
Cover the roots with the soil mix, tamping it down gently. 
B] Hang the planters. Arrange the planters and shelves 
by hooking the beveled cleats on the hanging rails. 

Position climbing plants and vines below lattice panels, 
and, using vinyl plant tape, loosely tie hanging stems to 
the lattice to train them. Water the plants generously, 
especially at first, and enjoy watching them grow in. • 
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An imaginative tower addition opens up the 
floor plan of a classic American Foursquare and enables 
a longed-for view of a nearby landmark 



VIEW FINDER A lookout-tower addition to the Arlington, Virginia, home is crowned with a sitting room, OPPOSITE, that 
is ringed with windows and provides glimpses through the trees of the Washington Monument. ABOVE: As part of the 
renovation of the existing 1915 foursquare, the front porch was extended to wrap the house on one side. 


By Michael Lassell Photographs by Helen Norman 
Styling by Susan Victoria 



BUY HOUSES for different rea- 
sons: location, size, price, style, as an investment, or 
because they fall in love with a room, a fireplace, a stair- 
case, or a porch. For Terry Gaw and Mike Mullins, it 
was all about the view. 

On a spring Sunday several years ago, Mike drove by 
a sign for a real-estate open house at a sturdy American 
Foursquare, just three blocks from their townhouse in 
the Cherrydale neighborhood of Arlington, Virginia. He 
went back to get Terry, declaring, “Fet me take you to 
the house we’re going to buy.” Eater that afternoon, the 
two climbed to the top of the old house, up a rickety 
wood ladder, to an attic thick with dust. And there they 
discovered, much to their surprise, a view of the Wash- 
ington Monument, some three miles distant, from an 
east-facing dormer. That view sealed the deal. 

Built in 1915, the symmetrical house had the classic 



MOVING UP The tower addition 
required shifting and widening the 
center staircase, BELOW, which created 
a corridor closer to the middle of the 
house. The resulting “figure eight” 
circulation plan means that there are no 
dead ends in any of the public rooms on 
the first floor. New ceiling fixtures 
bridge the old and new spaces. 




SHARE YOUR 
REMODEL 

Enter your 
'■TrS’ whole-house 
'#..redofora 
A ■ chance to win 
our America's Best 
Remodel contest and 
appear in our October 
issue. Scan this page 
with the Blippar app 
or go to thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 
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configuration of four rooms downstairs and four up, 
plus a dormered attic under a hipped roof and an ample 
front porch. But it was in pretty shabby shape. “There 
was green shag carpet everywhere,” says Terry. “The 
kitchen was outdated, the bathrooms were dingy, and 
the porch was headed downhill because the pilings 
were falling out from under it.” At some point in its 
mostly unimproved history, a two-story porch-like ad- 
dition had been slapped onto the back of the house, 
held up by a brick foundation. 

“It was poorly cared for, but it had good bones,” 
says Charles Moore, the local architect the couple hired 
to transform the fixer-upper. “Under current zoning 
laws, you could never build this house today,” he adds. 
“Setback requirements would have the sidewalk run- 
ning halfway through the living room.” 

It was Moore’s special interest in historical houses that 
appealed to Terry and Mike in their search for just the 
right person to help them graft on the large, open chef’s 
kitchen, gracious master suite, and top-floor lookout 


FINISHING TOUCH The 

homeowners chose dark wood 
blinds for the family room— and all 
the rooms in the house. “They’re 
masculine and unfussy,” says 
Mike, “so they feel appropriate 
to the house.” 


FLOOR PLANS 

A spacious kitchen and master suite were 
added in back; the tower addition holds a 
library, a second-floor bath, and a top-floor 
lookout room, which connects to an office 
carved out from former attic space. 


FIRST FLOOR 



SECOND FLOOR 



walk-in 

closet 


THIRD FLOOR 

to knee-wall 
storage 









COZY YET OPEN The dining room got new wainscoting with a high plate rail to showcase the 
homeowners’ artwork. The opening to the living room (in the foreground) was widened for 
better circulation. Painting all the millwork white helps keep the interior light and airy. 


they were after, all while burnishing the house’s original 
charms. To round out the renovation team, they called 
in Falls Church, Virginia, contractor Gabriel Nassar, 
who worked frequently with Moore. 

The renovation of the existing structure, which rose 
from a 20-by-25-foot rectangular footprint, was to 
consist of a new circulation plan for the main floor, 
widened doorways between rooms, and new doors and 
windows throughout. Walls would be stripped down 
to the studs; the baths would be completely overhauled. 
Adding another layer of concern, the house still had its 
original knob-and-tube wiring, with much of the insu- 
lation fabric visibly frayed. “Someone tried to screw in 
a lightbulb and got fire instead of light,” says Terry. 

This would be no historical restoration, but Moore 
is known for going to some lengths to conceal modern- 


day intrusions. “Our goal was to create a house that 
would be relevant for the next hundred years,” he says. 
“In a house of this character, I try to hide everything to 
do with the mechanicals. In the upstairs hall, we de- 
signed a coffered ceiling that looks like a pure design 
feature, but I did it to hide ductwork. I like those kinds 
of solutions: things that look like they were done for 
aesthetic reasons but that secretly solve a problem.” 

Moore also likes to replace materials in kind, where 
it makes sense, “for a more seamless integration of old 
and new.” That meant using wider 414-inch trim boards 
around the new windows instead of more common 
3 Id-inch trim, and 2-inch window stools instead of 114. 
While Mike and Terry were proponents of fiber-cement 
siding, Moore convinced them to go with more faithful 
cedar clapboards on the exterior, accented with operable 
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WHAT’S COOKING 
Mike Mullins (left) 
prepares dinner 
in the new kitchen, 
ABOVE, while 
partner T erry Gaw 
cheers him on. 
Spring-green 
cabinets give the 
kitchen a spritely 
personality. Honed 
Carrara marble tops 
the island; the rest 
of the counters are 
honed Absolute 
Black marble. LEFT: 
A shepherd’s-crook 
faucet, apron sink, 
and paneled 
dishwashers 
complete the room’s 
traditional styling. 


wood shutters. “They make their decisions from the per- 
spective of what they believe is best for the house,” says 
Terry, of working with Moore and Nassau 

Two additions would increase the living space from 
1,810 square feet to 3,054. One would consist of an 
expansive kitchen-family room with a master suite 
above it, in place of the flimsy back porch; the other, an 
innovative tower on the east side of the building, con- 
nected to the front by the rebuilt porch, would contain 
a small library on the main floor, a new upstairs hall 
bathroom, and a lookout room, to maximize the view 
that sold the couple on the house in the first place. 

Arriving at a plan everyone could agree on took a 
little time. “The way Charlie and Gabriel worked to- 
gether,” says Terry, “was to wear us down. They would 
just ignore us until we came around to their way of 
thinking. And they didn’t always agree with each other, 
which was fun to watch. Usually the decision that was 
ultimately made was the one that cost the most. ” 

“That’s kind of true,” says Moore. “I mean, we did 
listen to them, of course — they were outstanding clients. 




But sometimes the first idea a homeowner has to solve a 
problem is not the best one. The tower, for example, was 
a way to access that view of the Mall. Their original idea, 
a screened porch — which they could only use for half the 
year — wasn’t the best way to provide what they wanted. ” 

As in nearly all renovations, there were some unhap- 
py surprises during the 15-month process. “I got a call 
one day that they were working on the foundation and 
part of the wall fell down,” says Terry. “When we got to 
the house, it was being held up by a single 2x4.” 

“That was not a good thing,” says Moore. The exist- 
ing basement was poured-in-place concrete rather than 
block, which was a relatively modern innovation at the 
time the house was built. But the foundation did not 
have much engineering in terms of steel reinforcement. 
When they were pouring the foundation for the addi- 
tion, which went deeper than the original, the back wall 
of the old foundation fell into the new one. 

For Moore and Nassar, the most challenging aspect 
of the project was achieving the necessary headroom in 
extending the main staircase to the new tower lookout 
room and attic office. The solution needed to solve the 
practical issue of access, bridge the new spaces and the 
existing roof, and be visually pleasing. The architect 
came up with what he describes as “stepped dormers,” 


adjacent to the new tower, which replaced the existing 
east- facing dormer. “This is clearly a modern assembly,” 
says Moore, “but Fm very pleased with the horizontal 
roof lines you see in the front, and the three intercon- 
nected peaks you see from the east.” The seeming ease 
of this intersection of old and new belies just how com- 
plex an issue the actual fabrication was. 

Similarly graceful solutions inside the house pay 
homage to the original structure while making the 
home livable for today. “One of the things we like most 
about the renovation,” says Terry, “is the way Charlie 
managed to respect the proportions of the original 
rooms even while making the pass-throughs wider and 
adding a kitchen space that is much bigger than any 
foursquare would have had.” 

“With a modern kitchen in an old house,” says 
Moore, “you inevitably wind up with a ‘transitional’ 
space, and you need to balance the contemporary with 
the historic, the stainless steel, say, with the custom mill- 
work. We didn’t attempt to hide the stove or the refrig- 
erator, but we did panel the dishwashers, in order to 
have consistency in the lower cabinets. In a house of the 
period, of course, you would not have had a single, open 
space without any separation between the cooking area 
and the family room. We wanted to respect the house 


RESTFUL RETREAT 

The new master 
bedroom is located 
above the family 
room in the rear 
addition. Interior 
millwork details 
were replicated in 
historically correct 
proportions to 
stay true to the 
home’s age and 
architectural style. 

SHOP THIS 
STYLE 

Tofind 
furnishings 
similar to those 
used in this 
house, go to 
wayfair.com/ 
thisoldhouse 
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OLD LOOK, NEW COMFORTS The new master bath, TOP and 
ABOVE, evokes a time gone by with pedestal sinks, built-in 
storage, marble mosaic tile, and period-style paneling. 

RIGHT: A side portion of the rebuilt front porch, added 
during the renovation, is screened to allow the homeowners 
to enjoy insect-free summer evenings alfresco. The porch 
ceiling is painted a traditional blue. 


and its history, but we also wanted it to be practical.” 

As for the tower, it is hardly an accurate period ele- 
ment, but it is not without precedent, either. “I had seen 
a house in New England that had a kind of tower,” says 
Moore. “It was probably more Italianate, probably Vic- 
torian, but it gave me the idea of a way to provide the 
room with the view on top and at the same time provide 
extra space on all the floors.” 

So what surprise pleasures has their newly expanded 
and upgraded home yielded? “Sitting on the front porch 
and chatting with our neighbors walking their dogs at 
night,” says Mike, adding that the house has been on a 
couple of house and garden tours, “which has really 
given us a sense of belonging to a community.” 

But it’s the tower room that’s the incomparable some- 
thing extra, offering an overview of the neighborhood 
through the treetops, a glimpse of the city skyline at 
night, and a perfectly framed view of the Washington 
Monument. It has another advantage, too, during the 
area’s sultry summers. Says Mike: “When it’s 90 degrees 
out, with 90 percent humidity, it’s perfect for watching 
the Fourth of July fireworks.” • 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 104 
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[ the outdoor lighting section at 


1 home centers, such as Lowe’s, 


[ where a similar style can be 


1 had for just $135. 



^ j^fj 





1 

1 



.] 



s 









YOUR KITCHEN 
MUST-HAVES 

FOR LESS 

Oversize pendants, open shelves, pro-style ranges, patterned cement 
tile. One look at pinterest.com, and you’ll find page after page fueling 
these cook-space trends and more. They look great in pictures, 
sure, but will they work for you? Read on for SMART ADVICE and 
MONEY-SAVING TIPS that’ll help you bring the look to your house 


BY DEBORAH BALDWIN 


MUST-HAVE #1 

STATEMENT LIGHT FIXTURE 


A high-profile pendant can do more than provide task 
lighting: It can inject drama and style into any workspace. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Size: No wider than the surface it's 
illuminating, designers say, but large 
enough to make an impact. Atoo-small 
single pendant can look dinky. Carol 
Kurth, an architect in Bedford, New York, 
hangs cardboard templates to give 
clients a sense of scale and proportion. 

> Support: If it weighs 50-plus pounds, 
a standard electrical box won't hold it; 
you'll need to install a fan brace. (See 
how at thisoldhouse.com/may2015). 

> Height: “Never hovering above the 
top of the cabinets— that off-balances 
the room,” says Charlie Dumais, a 
lighting pro in New York City. But not 


too low, either. April Powers, an interior 
designer in San Francisco who works 
with YLighting, recommends 40 inches 
above the island so that the fixture won't 
block the sight line of anyone standing. 
For the sake of those who sit, bulbs 
should not be visible from below. 

>Wattage: T o add a layer of functional 
light while also allowing a mood-altering 
glow, Dumais recommends a potent 
but diffused light. Along with lending 
character to the space, the fixture 
should be able to handle 120 watts and 
dim down for intimate meals. 
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MUST-HAVE #2 

WARM WOOD FLOORS 


With their rich look and timeless appeal, they’re as easy 
on the eyes as they are on your back— and they may just 
save your dropped crockery, too. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Durability: Unlike tile, wood 
floorboards expand and contract with 
the weather. Soft woods like pine are 
especially vulnerable to water and foot 
traffic; hard woods with bold grain, like 
red oak, are less likely to show dings. 

> Options: They include solid wood, 
either factory finished— prized for its 
durability and priced accordingly— or 
finished after installation. A pro can help 
weave in new planks and finish them so 
that they look less, well, new. The best 
DIY option is factory-finished engineered 
flooring with a real-wood veneer. And if 
you love the look of aged planks, know 
you'll pay a premium for extra-long, 
random-width, or wide boards. 


> Finishes: If you're refinishing an 
existing floor, go for a penetrating matte 
finish in a light to medium color; it's 
less shiny and easierto touch up than 
polyurethane. We like Rubio Monocoat's 
Natural Oil, which is VOC-free, from $126 
per gallon; monocoat. us. Keep in mind 
that fashionably dark stains are more 
likely to show dirt and scratches. 

> Protection: “A runner in front of the 
sink will catch water and prolong the 
finish,” says Jon Sarkesian, an architect 
in Royal Oak, Michigan. Your best bet; 

a small indoor/outdoor area rug; it's 
meant to get wet and easy to pick up, 
and spots wash off under the tap. 


THE LOOK FOR LESS 

Textured, piank-styievinyi 
fiooring is so convincing that 
it has even won over some 
wood snobs. The sticky- 
backed “boards” are 
waterproof and resiiient, and 
are repositionabie for easy 
DiY. Luxe Piank Coiiection, 
from $4 per square foot; 
armstrong.com 
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MUST-HAVE #3 

AIRY OPEN SHELVES 


Restaurant-style shelves 
lighten up a room and provide 
easy access for items you use 
every day. And no small thing: 
They cost less than cabinets. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Style: Marry the look to the space. 

If you're going for a farmhouse vibe, 
try salvaged planks and iron-look 
brackets, as seen here. Floating 
shelves have a contemporary look, 
while wood corbels can make open 
shelves feel more traditional. 

> Display: “I like the look of kitchen 
things. They add color and texture," 
says Annie Mathot, an architect in 
Staunton, Virginia. But others see 

a potential problem. “If stuff sits 
there it gets dusty," says Kurth. “In 
a restaurant, the turnover is huge, 
but it's a little different at home." 
That's a cue to edit your collections, 
rotate often, and consider keeping 
a duster close at hand. 

> Alternative: T o get the look without 
getting rid of your uppers altogether, 
Mathot favors removing the doors, 
which you can do in an afternoon. “You 
could paint the backs to make them 
stand out," she says, “and if you 
change your mind later, you can put 
the doors back on them." Before 
removing doors on existing upper 
cabinets, she adds, it's wise to look 
inside: The interior may not be as well 
finished as the frame. 

> Support: Like cabinets, open 
shelves, which are generally about 12 
inches deep, require serious support: 
brackets rated to hold the weight, 
anchored to studs, every 16 inches. 





THE LOOK FOR LESS 

Make chunky floating shelves 
and save the cost of brackets. 
Cut a 25-inch-wide butcher- 
block slab to desired lengths 
and install them onto 
threaded steel rods anchored 
to the wall framing. Find the 
how-to details at 
thisoldhouse.com/may2015 




MUST-HAVE #4 

HIGH-END PRO-STYLE RANGE 


With their fat knobs, peg 
legs, and gleaming finishes, 
these showstopping 
appliances can make even 
non-cooks envious. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Power: Pro-style means gas, and 
these fire-breathers can generate 
more heat than the average family 
needs. “One high-Btu burner is a good 
thing,” says Mark Bittman, author of 
How to Cook Everything. “But six? 
That's crazy— who uses six?” 

> Ventilation: For every 10,000 
Btus, you have to be able to move 
100 cubic feet per minute (cfm) of 
hot, smoky air. When moving 400 or 
more cfm, makeup air must be 
brought in from outside. 

> Speed: More Btus don't guarantee 
that water will come to a boil more 
quickly, say independent tests. If 
speed is of the essence— and your 
pots aren't all copper— you'll do 
better with high-end induction, 
especially if you're not piped for gas. 
Keep in mind that it may require a 
240-volt line and a dedicated circuit. 

> Placement: Pro-style ranges look 
great against the wall, creating a 
stunning focal point, but you may be 
better off with a cooktop. For one, 
says Sarkesian, you can put a big 
drawer underneath it so your pots 
and pans are at hand. Kurth would 
also move that cooktop to an island. 
“You don't want to turn your back 
to your guests. With an island 
cooktop, you can communicate.” 

She suggests adding a state-of-the- 
art downdraft vent and parking the 
noisy blower in the basement. 

> Weight: It's smart to sound out the 
joists. Some SUV-esque ranges can 
weigh more than 500 pounds. 

> Cleanup: Some high-end ranges 
lack self-cleaning ovens. And those 
heavy cast-iron grates have to be 
babied— no abrasive cleansers. 

But think of it this way: If you want 
to own a Rolls-Royce range, you 
have keep it buffed to a glorious 
shine and show it off. 
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MUST-HAVE #5 

CEMENT-TILE BACKSPLASH 


Designed to create colorful allover patterns, these matte- 
finish tiles deliver a major style punch. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Weight: They are heavier than their 
ceramic cousins. A typical 8-by-8-inch 
tile is Ys inch thick and weighs 3 pounds. 

> Surface: Because cement is not fired, 

it's porous. Applying a specialized sealant 
before and after installation protects the 
face from grout and olive-oil stains. : 

> Shipping: Cement tiles are usually 

handmade, so colors and dimensions I 
can vary. Ordering online? Consider ; 
buying 15 percent extra, since tiles ■ 

can chip during shipping. The bottom : 
line: It'll run about $1,000 to $1,500 | 

to buy and ship tile for a 40- to i 

50-square-foot backsplash. : 

> instaiiation: This job is best done by a | 

pro. But if you wantto DIY, checkthe 1 


height of your cabinets or shelves, as you 
may be able to map out the tile to avoid 
having to trim (except along sides and 
around outlets). Measure out from the 
center, allowing for Vie-inch grout lines. 
Any holes in the tile should be drilled at 
least 1 inch from an edge. Finish exposed 
edges at the end of a run with solid-color 
tile or wood trim, or paint them the same 
color as the wall. You can always keep 
costs down by tiling only behind the 
stove or doing a single accent wall. 

> Alternatives: Ceramic and porcelain 
look-alikes now offer consistent color 
and no need to seal, and are DIY-friendly. 
We like Porcelanosa's Antique collection, 
$13 per square foot; porcelanosa.com. 



THE LOOK FOR LESS 

For a big impact with no 
commitment, try peel-and- 
stick wallpaper in colorful, 
tile-like patterns. With DIY 
installation, it’s about $5 per 
square foot, and it wipes 
clean with soap and water. 
Parliment (left) and Eastern 
Tile (right), by WallSkins, 
$79 for a 24-by-96-inch 
panel; etsy.com 
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MUST-HAVE #6 

MARBLE COUNTERTOPS 


This natural stone is prized for its cool touch, luminous look, and 
warm patina— no wonder it’s a staple of bakeries and churches. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Color: Consider the Carrara you'll find 
at many home centers. It's about one- 
third the cost of purer-white varieties, so 
you may worry less about wear and tear. 

> Care: Four times a year, seal the 
porous surface by rubbing in a silicone 
impregnator with a white cotton cloth. 
Mop up acidic spills (vinegar, wine, citrus) 
immediately. Clean with soapy water. 

> Natural alternatives: Some varieties 
of quartzite feature marble-like veining 
while offering the durability of granite. 
But expect to pay as much— or more— as 
for a comparable-look marble. 


> Man-made alternatives: Quartz, 
an engineered stone made of stone 
dust and resin, can be a convincing 
stand-in and starts at $60 per square 
foot. Options include Haida, from 
wilsonart.com; Calacatta Nuvo, from 
caesarstoneus.com; and Cashmere 
Carrara, from msistone.com. 

> Coverage: If you're set on marble but 
don't have a big budget, be strategic, 
says Mathot. Top a small baking station 
if you like its function; crown just the 
island if you want it to have center stage. 





THE LOOK FOR LESS 

Along with new, more 
convincing marble-look 
laminates, Formica offers 
edges with the ogee and 
bullnose treatments you can 
get with real stone. Carrara 
Bianco (left) and Calacatta 
(right) countertops with 
IdealEdge, from $22 per square 
foot, installed; formica.com 
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MUST-HAVE #7 

A MULTIFUNCTIONAL ISLAND 


This central area for meal 
prep and socializing is the 
new hearth of the home. 


BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND... 

> Base: Function will dictate the size of 
the base to a degree, but don't go too 
wide: You want to be able to reach 
across the island. A 36-inch counter 
height is standard, but 30 inches is ideal 
for kneading or rolling out dough, and a 
breakfast bar is higher, around 42 
inches. A storage island can have an 
extension for seating, as shown. 

> Top: Before deciding on dimensions, 
factor in materials. “If you want a 
natural stone top, a real limiting factor 
is slab width,” says Kurth. “Otherwise 
you may have noticeable seams.” Pay 
attention to slab length as well. Ditto 
for engineered stone. 

> Clearance: You need room around 
the island. Four feet is ideal for two 
cooks, but “I like 5 feet between 
seating and the fridge so you don't 
have to scooch in or get up when 
someone goes for a drink,” says 
Sarkesian. Kurth watches for swinging 
dishwasher doors and adds, “If the 
island is too far from the perimeter it 
won't be efficient to use both.” To help 
clients get a sense of the flow, she 
marks out island dimensions on the 
floorwith painter's tape. “An houror 
two spent doing this saves you a lot of 
grief,” she says. “We do this all the 
time with pianos.” 

> Seating: Allow 20 inches between a 
stool or chair and the island top so that 
legs don't get squeezed. It's nice to 
have facing seats, Sarkesian says, so 
you don't have everyone lined up on one 
side staring at the back of the cook's 
head. To further the cause of the family 
dinner, he once narrowed an island to 
372 feet, or just wide enough for an 
18-inch base cabinet and two 12-inch 
overhangs. “You need 12 inches,” he 
adds, not only for comfort, but so you 
can slide the stools in when not in use. 

> Style: In an open plan, consider 
concentrating function on one side 
and decorative elements, such as 
brackets, paneling, and open shelves, 
on the side facingthe living space, (t 


1 






THE LOOK FOR LESS 


DIY it! Place stock cabinets 
back-to-back, shim them 
level, and screw together. Top 
with a slab of wood or butcher 
block, cantilevered to form a 
table. Add a closed X-brace 
made from stock lumber for 
stylish support. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 104 





BUDGET- 

SMART 

BATH 

UPDATES 

Put some wow in your washroom 
with these clever, affordable makeover 
ideas, STARTI NG AT JUST $4 


BYMICHELLEBRUNNER 


SETA SERENE SCENE 

1_ TAILORED TREATMENT A crisp window dressing, like this Roman shade, makes 
a bath feel more finished and introduces color and pattern. Window f i Im can provide 
privacy on the lower sash. Similar to shown: Canopy Stripe in Kiwi/Sand Sunbrella 
Fabric, $25 per yard; ballarddesigns.com. Free tutorial on making a Roman shade; 
sew-helpful.com. Gila window film, $25 for a 4-by-6V2-foot roll; homedepot.com 

2_ COLORED CLAW-FOOT Make a cast-iron soaker a focal point by painting the 
outside a soothing hue, like this sage green. Similar to shown: All Surface Enamel Oil 
Base in Bonsai Tint, $23 per quart; sherwin-williams.com 

3_ STREAMLINED SINK Add a modern rectangular vessel sink to the mix— its 
clean lines provide a nice counterpoint to the curvy old-fashioned tub. Similar to 
shown: Kingston Brass Pacifica Vitreous China Sink, $167; lowes.com 
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ADD UNEXPECTED 
TOUCHES 

4_ VINTAGE-INSPIRED VAN ITYGive 

a gently used desk new life as a sink 
console with high-gloss white paint and 
amberglass hexagonal knobs. Similar 
to shown: Vintage desk, starting at $70; 
craigslist.com; Cosmas cabinet knobs, 
$4 each; doorcorner.com 

5_ WOOD COUNTERTOP Pair real 
wood in the bath with an undermount 
sink, as seen here, and a water-resistant 
urethane, acrylic, or tung-oil finish. 
Better yet, around a frequent-use basin, 
use a wood-look laminate. Continue 
either material up the wall as a cool 
take on a classic washbasin stand. 

T ry Formica in Auburn Maple, from 
$14 per square foot, installed. 

6_ TILED BASEBOARD Forgo 
traditional molding and extend tile 
several inches up the wall to create 
an eye-catching border, like this 
basketweave. Similar to shown: 

Crema Cappuccino Basketweave 
Marble Mosaic tile, $13 per square 
foot; homedepot.com 







REINTERPRET 
THE CLASSICS 

7_ COTTAGE-STYLE CABINET Save 
money— or Dl Y time— by opting for a 
wall-mount medicine cabinet, which is 
easier to install than a recessed model. 
Similar to shown: Zenith Medicine 
Cabinet, $110; wayfair.com 

8_ STANDOUT LEDGE Cap subway- 
tile wainscot with a DIY decorative rail. 
The how-to: Top upside-down 
one-piece baseboard with rounded 
window-stool trim; add cove molding 
where the two meet. Oak baseboard, 
$21 per 8-foot length; pine cove 
molding, $3 per 8-foot length; 
windowsill molding, $28 per 8-foot 
length; homedepot.com 

9_ MARBLE HEX TILE Add a luxurious 
feel underfoot with mesh-backed 
marble tile featuring impressive 
3-inch hexagons. Similarto shown: 
Carrara White Hexagon Mosaic Tile, 
$10 for a 0.92-square-foot sheet; 
marbleonline.com 


BRING IN WARM ACCENTS 

10_ PETAL-POWER PENDANT Balance the rustic look of a 
wood-frame mirror and shelving with a delicate hanging light 
made of shells. Capiz pendant, $70; worldmarket.com 

11_ WINDOW MIRROR Inject some architectural character 
into the space above your sink with a window-style mirror. 
Similar to shown: Reclaimed PalletWorks hanging mirror 

with sill, $75; etsy.com 

12_ WOOD SHELVES Top an oft-ignored storage area— directly 
above the toilet— with shelves that are a cinch to DIY. Cut pine 
boards to size and stain them, and support with 1-inch cleats at 
both ends. Similarto shown: 2x10 Douglas fir boards, $8 per 
8-foot length; homedepot.com. Minwax Gel Stain in Chestnut, 

$18 per quart; at home centers 
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TIE IT ALL TOGETHER 

13_ LIBRARY LIGHT Install a sconce with an articulated arm 
above the medicine cabinet for a style boost. It's just as 
great at providing effective task lighting in the bath as it is at 
illuminating bookshelves. Similarto shown: House of Troy 
Hyde Park sconce, $206; wayfair.com 

14_ DOUBLE-DUTY FABRIC Take a cue from designer 
spaces and match the material of your shade to your shower 
curtain. Lightweight cotton won't block light and is easy to 
launder. Just be sure to hang a waterproof liner behind the 
shower curtain. Similarto shown: Porcelain Check by 
Michael Miller, $10 peryard; hawthornethreads.com 

15_ DIY SINK STAND Build a simple table like this one by 
mounting an edge-glued panel over 2x2 legs reinforced with 
corner braces. Finish with a cheery, coordinating shade of 
paint. Install a drop-in basin or a statement-making vessel 
sink, like this one— just plan the stand's height accordingly. 
Similar color to shown: Aura Bath & Spa Paint in Crisp 
Morning Air, $26 per quart; benjaminmoore.com 


SURPRISING 

STORAGE 

16_ BATH-FRIENDLY BAR CART Who says one of these 
beauties should only be rolled out for cocktail hour? Wheel it 
into the washroom for mobile towel and toiletry storage. 
Similar to shown: Newbury Cart, starting at $269; 
restorationhardware.com 

17_ CUSTOMIZED PAILS Galvanized-steel buckets can 
do more than hold gardening tools or ice-cold drinks. 
Personalized with paint, they are the perfect catchall 
for kids' bath gear. Similar to shown: Behrens 12-quart 
bucket, $10; lowes.com 




18_ TOWEL TREE A problem-solver in the entryway, a 
coatrack can be a helpful addition to the bath for hanging wet 
towels. One with integrated storage is even handier— here, 
the umbrella stand holds a fresh supply down below. For a 
similar solution, try a storage tower with shelves and hooks: 
three-tier tower shoe and coat rack, $112; overstock.com 

19_ VINTAGE DRESSER A treasure found in Grandma's 
attic (or on Craigslist) can be an unexpected and elegant 
addition to the bath. Take this highboy: Deep drawers offer 
ample linen storage, while delicate legs keep the piece from 
feeling too heavy and overwhelming the room. It 
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A garden 
designer 
pairs 
easy-care 
shrubs and 
colorful 
containers 
fora 

home garden 
that wows 
year-round 


By Therese 
Ciesinski 
Photographs by 
Jerry Pavia 





Painterly beds and borders define the 
landscape in this Spokane garden. 

LEFT : Homeowner Barb Safranek, a 
licensed landscape architect, chose 
Sherwin-Williams’s Intellectual Gray for 
her stucco house as a neutral backdrop for 
plants, particularly the native Ponderosa 
pine glimpsed here (A). ABOVE: In the 
backyard, a border blooms in three tiers: 
plume poppy, yellow-flowered helianthus, 
and barberry ‘Helmond Pillar’ at the rear; 
English lavender, ‘Big Sky Sundown’ 
coneflower, and daylilies in the middle; and, 
down front, dwarf barberry ‘Bagatelle,’ 
coral bells ‘Obsidian,’ hardy geraniums, and 
colorful annuals (B). RIGHT: A trio of pots 
with annuals (left) and succulents (center 
and right) shows the range of plants that 
thrive in this temperate Zone 5 climate (C). 
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It’s the holy grail of all garden designers: a low-maintenance, 
high-impact landscape of sturdy, reliable plants whose colors and textures 
evolve throughout the seasons, a place where everything seems to sit 
together just right. 

When Spokane landscape architect Barb Safranek began transforming 
bedrock into this enviable garden that’s compelling all year round, she knew 
she was in for an adventure. Ten years and tons of trucked-in soil later, the 
garden is now a soulful, elegant space anchored by dwarf trees and shrubs 
that provide structure and packed with fuss-free perennials. It’s a masterful 
mix of bold colors, dramatic foliage combinations, myriad shades of green, 
sculptural shapes, and spectacular drought-tolerant specimen plants that 
pretty much take care of themselves. 


ABOVE: Stone sets the tone for the front gardens. Pavers laid in a fan pattern in front 
of the house and garage do triple duty: as parking pad, pathway, and entertainment 
space. Boulders, their impact softened by perennials and shrubs, pay homage to the 
area's natural landscape (D). RIGHT : A border between the house and the parking area 
has a less formal feel with a gravel path and a carpet of groundcovers (E). TOP RIGHT: 
A triangle of shrubs— a potted dwarf white pine, a weeping purple European beech 
(Fagus sylvatica Tortuosa Purpurea’) near the door, anda ‘Frohburg’ weeping Norway 
spruce— frames the view from the garage to the far side of the house (F). 




The place looked different a decade ago, when Barb and her husband, 
Mark, first saw the two-thirds acre in the city’s South Hill neighborhood. It 
was one of the last available lots on the street, but no developer wanted it. 
The reasons were underfoot: solid basalt rock with elevation changes, rising 
to a bare knoll where even tree roots couldn’t find traction. 

For Barb, however, it was love at first sight. “It’s in the city, but it feels 
like the country,” she says. “A lovely green, woodsy view, very private.” 
As a designer, she frequently plays rock against plants, so this was the kind 
of land she wanted. “We knew building here would be a challenge, but 
the basalt gives the region the personality it has. We threw out common 
sense and bought it.” 

As plans were being drawn for the house, she stood where the gardens 
would most likely be viewed and made her plant choices from those van- 
tage points. “I started gardening once the foundation was in. Drove the 
contractor crazy,” she says. 

Barb began with the welcoming front yard. “This area in particular must 
have visitor appeal every season. I don’t want people thinking, Fve got to 
come back in July to see what the garden looks like” she says. The front of 
the house faces southeast, the sunniest spot on the property. To transform 


Homeowner and landscape architect Barb Safranek worked with her lot’s rocky terrain and stands of mature 
pines. Using these elements as her backdrop, she added layers of colorful plantings and dwarf evergreens, 
creating a naturalistic, relaxed style of garden with something to see in all four seasons. 
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RIGHT: In the backyard, 
only explosives could have 
cleared a large outcropping of 
rock, so Barb let it be. Rather 
than attempt to hide this knoll 
with shrubs or cover it with 
turf, she used its scale to her 
advantage, creating an 
impressive focal point. The 
soil is shallow here, so she 
chose groundcovers, such as 
thyme, to green it up, and 
planted a larch tree (center), 
dwarf pines, and drought- 
tolerant perennials, including 
lavender and lamb’s ears. 
Final touches included a ‘Gold 
Cone' juniper carved into a 
spiral topiary and pots 
filled with purple-leafed flax, 
ephedra. Million Bells, 
and petunias (G). 



the rocky area for planting, Barb trucked in topsoil, lots of it, up to 2 feet 
deep in some places, to ensure that plants had enough room to put down 
roots. “A strong root system helps keep a plant healthy, and healthy plants 
don’t need fussing over,” she says. 

Flanking the front and side entry doors are shrubs that highlight the 
house’s architecture, including dogwood, Japanese maple, and columnar 
juniper. In the beds below, a mix of flowering and evergreen perennials and 
low shrubs tumble over and between the large boulders Barb installed to 
provide texture. “I wanted a tapestry effect in these beds, and to get that 
look I needed a variety of low-growing plants,” she says. “Most of the 
perennial plants in my borders are 2 feet and under in height, which gives 
an open feel and makes maintenance easier.” 

As the seasons change, so does this area; the maples turn scarlet or orange 
in fall, and late-season bloomers like asters and ornamental grasses come 
into flower. In winter, when temperatures often fall into the teens, hardy 
evergreens — hemlock, juniper, pine — keep the color going. When spring 







LEFT : The border at 
the back of the house 
is all about foliage; 
ruffly rhubarb, hostas 
with variegated leaves, 
fine-leafed astilbes, 
and a smoky-purple- 
leafed snakeroot 
(upper-right corner). 
Stones add contrast 
and color. “Fora rock 
to look natural, a third 
to a half should be 
buried in the ground,” 
says Barb(H). 

TOP RIGHT: Japanese 
blood grass, barberry, 
and tricolor sage 
harmonize in shades 
of purple and red(l). 


rolls around, flowering bulbs and roses dot the borders, blooming in shades 
of pink and white. There’s no front lawn to mow, but it’s not missed. 

Things were less simple in the north-facing backyard. Barb’s big chal- 
lenge there was figuring out what to do with the knoll, a 25-by- 15-foot oval 
of almost solid rock that drops off into a ravine. The little soil it had was 
thin and sat in full sun. Few plants can handle these dry, unforgiving condi- 
tions, but Barb decided to chance it. Thyme took, as did low-growing bar- 
berry, veronica, and sedum. In one particularly inhospitable area, she 
skipped digging altogether and put an ephedra and a blue rug juniper in a 
huge pot, with two empty vessels nearby as accents. Most of these plants go 
dormant in winter, except for the whimsical juniper topiary and shrubby 
dwarf pines, which look handsome when lightly dusted with snow. 

Surrounding the knoll. Barb added a small stretch of lawn and ringed that 
with a deep perennial border filled with easy-care plants, including purple 
coneflower, coral bells, barberry, lavender, and daylily. “In an 8-foot-deep 
border, I start in front with low groundcovers, then 12- to 18-inch plants in 
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the middle, and then plants in the 2- to IVz-ioot range at the back,” she says. 

Near the back door leading to the knoll. Barb laid beds filled with hostas 
and other perennials chosen for their distinctive leaf colors. “I place a high 
priority on beautiful foliage,” she says. “Flowers come and go, but foliage 
lasts.” When it comes to choosing flowering plants, however, she throws away 
the color wheel. “I don’t make a color scheme for flowers. I pick any color I 
like. No flower color looks bad against another — the green in the garden 
unifies it all. That said, I plant in sweeps of color and repeat those plants to 
lead the eye around the garden.” Fortunately for Barb, eastern Washington’s 
intermountain climate of hot summers, cold winters, and low humidity 
means she can grow “just about anything, from cactus to rhododendrons.” 

At least 20 huge pots stand like ceramic exclamation points throughout 
the garden and on the stone steps, planted with everything from petunias to 
a 6-foot-tall Sargent’s weeping hemlock. “Once a pot is planted, I don’t 
waste time moving it in and out for the winter,” says Barb. “It stays where 
it is.” The thick walls of the glazed Vietnamese containers seem to hold up 
just fine here, despite temperatures that dip down into the teens in winter. 

In spring. Barb happily devotes entire days to pruning, dividing, and 
planting. But once summer’s hot weather arrives, with daytime temperatures 
in the 90s, she spends as little as 4 hours a week pulling stray weeds, check- 
ing the irrigation systems — Spokane gets just 18 inches of rain each year — 
and clipping back straggly annuals. 

When everything’s so abundant, how do you keep the garden from taking 
over your life? Smart planting choices keep the to-do list short. “Gardens are 
both works of art and hardworking living spaces,” Barb says. Every plant 
must earn its right to be there. The groundcovers grow into one another, 
forming a mat that shades out weeds. Many of the plants are self-cleaning — 
spent blossoms drop off on their own, no deadheading required. Dwarf ev- 
ergreens grow slowly, needing only occasional pruning, which can be done 
on terra firma instead of a ladder. Plants that struggle are given the heave-ho. 

And maintenance doesn’t mean meticulous manicuring. In the fall. Barb 
lets the garden grow a bit wild, savoring the oranges and reds of the Japanese 
maples and dogwoods and the seed heads of ornamental grasses. Unless mild 
weather offers a window for pruning, winter provides a break from physical 
chores and an opportunity to evaluate the garden’s structure and consider 
how to improve its look. This is when the evergreens, red-twigged dogwood, 
and other trees and shrubs with interesting bark earn their keep. 

With the hours gained by adhering to low-maintenance plantings, how 
does Barb spend the extra time? She loves to stroll through the garden on 
summer mornings, coffee cup in hand. Occasionally she indulges the urge 
to pull a weed or two. But she doesn’t make a habit of it. * 


THESE PAGES: 
Containers play a 
large role in this 
garden, and 
Barb’s not afraid 
to supersize 
them. “Most 
plants grow 
better in large 
pots,” she says. 
“Start at 24, 36, 
45 inches wide 
and tall. Smaller 
pots simply dry 
out too quickly.” 


HAVE A LOVELY YARD? 


Show us the transformation for 
s a chance to win our America's 
■, Best Remodel contest and 
■ appear in our October issue. 
Scan this page with the Blippar app 
or go to thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH 
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all-year color 

“Gardens should draw you outdoors at all 
times of the year,” says landscape architect 
Barb Safranek. Here are some of her favorite 
shrubs for seasonal interest. 

Spring 

‘Prairifire’ crabapple (Ma/us ‘Prairifire’) 
Notably scab resistant; purple foliage, red-pink 
flowers, dark red fruit. Full sun. Grows up to 
20 feet tall and wide. Zones 4-8 

‘Leonard Messel’ magnolia (Magnolia x 
/oebner/ ‘Leonard Messel’) Fragrant white 
flowers in early spring. Full sun to partial shade. 
Grows up to 15 feet tall and wide. 

Zones 5-9 

Summer 

‘Hakuro Nishiki’ dappled willow (Salix Integra 
‘Hakuro Nishiki’) Spring’s pink foliage turns 
rose, creamy white, and green. Full sun. Grows 
up to 15 feet tall and wide. Zones 5-7 

‘Wolf Eyes’ Japanese dogwood (Cornus kousa 
‘Wolf Eyes’) Variegated foliage and large white 
flowers followed by red berries. Partial sun. 
Grows up to 20 feet tall and wide. Zones 5-8 



OPPOSITE: Orange and red 
begonias paired with 
elephant ears and ‘White 
Nancy' lamium spill from this 
urn on the back patio (J). 
ABOVE: A glazed ribbed pot 
filled with coleus and verbena 
marks a turn in the path (K). 
LEFT : At the back door. Barb 
sited a trio of tall pots to 
enhance the soaring effect of 
the windows and doors. 

One is a container turned 
fountain (left); the others 
hold seasonal annuals. 

‘Cole’s Prostrate’ hemlock 
(right of door) is an unusual 
but effective choice for a 
container plant (L). 


Autumn 

‘Diana’ Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi 

‘Diana’) In fall, needles turn from blue-green to 
butter-yellow. Partial to full sun. Grows up to 
20 feet tall and 7 feet wide. Zones 4-8 

‘Tiger Eyes’ sumac (Rhus typhina ‘Tigereye 
Bailtiger’) Lemon-lime foliage and intense fall 
color; can be invasive. Full sun to partial shade. 
Grows up to 10 feet high and wide. Zones 4-8 

Winter 

‘Van Pelt’s Blue’ cypress (Chamaecyparis 
lawsoniana ‘Van Pelt’s Blue’) Powder-blue 
foliage and dwarf, compact habit. Full sun. 
Grows up to 20 feet tall and 7 feet wide. 

Zones 5-9. 

‘Pendula Bruns’ weeping Serbian spruce 

(Picea omorika ‘Pendula Bruns’) Narrow and 
columnar, with two-tone foliage. Full sun. 
Grows up to 8 feet tall and 2 feet wide. 

Zones 4-7 
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friends all hate their 
cell phones... I love mine!” 
Here’s why. 

Soy good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Soy hello to Jitterbug. 

“Cell phones have gotten so small, I can 
barely dial mine.” Not Jitterbug®, it features 
a larger keypad for easier dialing. It even has an 
oversized display so you can actually see it. 

“I had to get my son to program it.” Your 
Jitterbug set-up process is simple. We’ll even 
pre-program it with your favorite numbers. 

“I tried my sister*s cell phone... I couldn*t 
hear it.” Jitterbug is designed with an improved 
speaker. There’s an adjustable volume control, 
and Jitterbug is hearing-aid compatible. 

“I don*t need stock quotes, Internet sites or 
games on my phone, I just want to talk with 
my family and friends.” Life is complicated 
enough... Jitterbug is simple. 

**What if I don*t remember a number?” 

Friendly, helpful Jitterbug operators are available 
24 hours a day and will even greet you by name 
when you call. 

“rd like a cell phone to use in an emergency, but 
I don*t want a high monthly bill.” Jitterbug has a 
plan to fit your needs... and your budget. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in on a 
two-year contract!” Not Jitterbug, there’s no contract 
to sign and no penalty if you discontinue your service. 

Available in Blue, Red 
(shown) and White. 




Basic 14 

Basic 1 9 ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

50 

NOWlPCi 

Monthly Rate 

$14.99 

$19.99 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

911 Access 

FREE 

FREE 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

^ Friendly Return Policy' 

30 days 

30 days ^ 


More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

VII be paying for minutes VII never use!” Not with 
Jitterbug, unused minutes carry 
over to the next month, there’s 
no roaming fee and no additional 
charge for long distance. 

“My phoneys battery only 
lasts a couple of days.” The 

Jitterbug’s battery lasts for up to 
25 days on standby. 

Enough talk. Isn’t it time you 
found out more about the cell 
phone that’s changing all the 
rules? Call now. Jitterbug product 
experts are standing by. 


Order now and receive a 
FREE Car Charger for your Jitterbug - 
a $24.99 value. Call now! 


jitterbugs 




firstSWiy.l.i 


mtlHuMn Mil Ehwl 


NEW Jitterbugs Cell Phone 

Call toll free today to get your own JitterbugS. 
Please mention promotional code 60657. 

1 - 888 - 663-6199 

WWW. j itte r b ugd i rect. CO m 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. 


IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35. 
Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an 
Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly minutes carry over and are 
available for 60 days. If you exceed the minute balance on your account, you will be billed at 35^ for each minute used over the balance. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees 
subject to change. ^We will refund the full price of the GreatCall phone and the activation fee (or set-up fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if 
you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The 
shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug and GreatCall are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. ©201 5 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC. ©2015 
GreatCall, Inc. ©2015 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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Can you recommend 
a good gift for a 
beginning vegetable 
gardener? 

JORDAN REED, CHICAGO 

If the person you have in mind 
likes doing things precisely, 


this 40-inch beech ruler 


(monticelloshop.org) takes 


the guesswork out of seed 


spacing; it lists the spacing 


recommendations for 24 
different plants. A dibble for 
drilling seed holes (left) makes 
a useful planting accessory. 
This one is marked with 
V' 2 -inch graduations so that 
each hole is exactly the depth 
you want, -the editors 




MAY 2015 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 97 












Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 


r 


Our cast 
ofveteran ^ 
experts 


V. 



TOM SILVA NORM ABRAM RICHARD TRETHEWEY ROGER COOK KEVIN O’CONNOR 

General Contractor Master Carpenter Plumbing and Heating Landscape Contractor Host 

Expert 


What tools and parts should a homeowner 
include in a basic plumbing kit? 

-JIM PARKINSON, NORRISTOWN, PA. 


Richard 
T rethewey says 
a homeowner 
needs only a few 
specialized tools 
and materials 
to tackle most 
plumbing projects. 



RICHARD TRETHEWEY REPLIES: Be- 
lieve it or not, you don’t need that 
many specialized tools to tackle most 
plumbing projects around the house. 
Here’s a list to get you started. 
Tubing cutters: Essential for making 
smooth, straight cuts in copper pipe. 
Also get a miniature cutter, for pipes 
in tight locations. 

Water-pump pliers (a.k.a. Channel- 
locks): Perfect for gripping smooth- 
walled pipes — but keep their serrated 
jaws away from hex nuts. You should 
have two of these, at least. 
Adjustable wrenches: The only tool 
for tightening hex nuts. Get two; the 
bigger the jaw capacity, the better. 
Basin wrench: Allows you to reach 
into the tight spots under sinks. 
14-inch pipe wrench: If a fitting re- 
fuses to budge, this can usually 
change its mind. 

Closet auger and plunger: The go-to 
tools when a toilet clogs. 

Your kit also needs these general- 
purpose tools. 

Screwdrivers: A four-way with flat- 
head and Phillips bits, a stubby one 
with interchangeable bits, and a 
hefty 12-inch flathead. 

Needle-nose pliers: For working in 
tight spaces or on a valve. 

Hacksaw: Handy for cutting through 
plastic drainpipe and rusted metal. 
Locking pliers: Useful when you need 
a third “hand” to grip something. 
Hammer: For tapping stuck gate 
valves and disposer ring clamps to 
loosen them. 
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Tape measure: For fitting pipe. 

Toss in these materials, too: 

Plumber’s tape and pipe dope: To seal 
threaded joints. 

PVC cement: To join white drainpipe. 
(Black ABS pipe takes a different solvent.) 

Penetrating lubricant (a.k.a. WD-40): To 
loosen rusted nuts. 

No-solder fittings (sharkbite.com): To 
eliminate the need for soldering tools or 
skills on simple jobs. 

Cloth rags and latex gloves: To help keep 
everything clean. 

To watch a video of Richard demon- 
strating how to use his plumbing tools, in- 
cluding a closet auger, go to thisoldhouse 
.com/may2015. 

Swing time 
I have several doors in my 
house that swing open or closed 
by themselves. How can I 
make them stay put? 

-SHARON GAMMON, OLOVIS, N.MEX. 

TOM SILVA REPLIES: The problem with 
your doors is that the hinges are not 
plumb. Even a slight misalignment can 
make them misbehave in this way. 

To see why, hold a hardcover book 
upright with one hand, leaving the covers 
free to move. Now watch what happens 
when you tilt the spine: The covers swing 


in the direction of the tilt. 

You could try to realign the hinges, 
but here’s an easier fix: Pop out one or 
two of the hinge pins, lay them on con- 
crete, and hit the center of each shaft with 
a hammer. That should bend the pins 
enough to put some tension on the hinge 
knuckles after you put the pins back in. 
Opening and closing your doors may re- 
quire a bit more effort, but they won’t be 
swinging on their own. 

Poisoned soil? 

I'd like to plant a vegetable garden 
in the backyard, but if lead paint from 
our 1895 house has contaminated the 
soil, I’m worried about the potential 
effect on my children. What can I do? 

-LUCI RIEGEL, MOUNT AIRY, MD. 

ROGER COOK REPLIES: Lead is bad for ev- 
erybody, young or old. And it doesn’t just 
come from paint; airborne dust from near- 
by roadways can also be a significant 
source of contamination. 

First thing, have the soil tested and find 
out if you actually have a problem. All soils 
show some background level of lead, typi- 
cally 7 to 20 ppm, but levels of 100 ppm or 
higher are not suitable for gardening. The 
plants themselves don’t absorb lead, but if 
tainted dirt gets on the produce — or your 
kids’ hands — it could be ingested. 


What^ 

it? i 


O Pipe plug 

O In-ground sprinkler head 
O Storage canister for paintbrushes 
0 Screw holder 
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PROJECT 
OF THE WEEK 


HOWTO 

BUILD A STONE 
PLANTER 



Photo: Kristine Larsen 


Do guests tend to pass right by 
your driveway? Install a stepped 
stone planter at the entrance to 
create an unmistakable guidepost, 
as well as a natural spot to add a 
pop of color with plantings or the 
welcoming light of a lamppost. 

Be sure to choose blocks meant 
for freestanding and retaining walls, 
not walkway pavers. Using blocks 
of various lengths allows for a 
natural-looking, randomized 
pattern. To create a dry-stacked 
look and give the structure 
strength, stagger the joints on 
each course. 

You’ll find all the tools and supplies 
necessary for this— and any— 
home project at The Home Depot 
nearest you. 


FOR THE ANSWER, SEE PAGE 100 


For step-by-step instructions, 
go to thisoldhouse.com/project 




What 
is it? 


O Screw holder 

The Wera Screw Gripper’s 
rubbery fingers put an end 
to dropped screws and 
allow you to drive one- 
handed. Set of two for 
$13; kctoolco.com 



If the soil test does show a high lead 
level, I’d recommend that you build a 
raised-bed garden in a sunny location away 
from the house’s foundation, where paint 
chips tend to accumulate. Fill the bed with 
uncontaminated, compost-rich soil. Then, 
before eating your harvest, make sure to 
peel root vegetables, remove the outer 
leaves of leafy crops, and thoroughly wash 
everything — including your hands. 

I’d also recommend that you regularly 
add compost to — and monitor the pH 
levels of — the soil around your house. Soil 
with an organic content of 3 to 5 percent 
and a pH of 6.5 to 7 will effectively neu- 
tralize the lead. 

Noises off 

Please advise me on the best way 
to soundproof my first-floor ceiling 


to eliminate noise from the 
second floor, where I’m planning 
to install hardwood. 

-STEVE CHAN, FRESH MEADOWS, N.Y. 

TOM SILVA REPLIES: I’m not a fan of the term 
soMwdproo/^ because it’s next to impossible 
to completely stop sound from traveling 
through the structure of a house, especially 
ceilings. But there are ways to dampen 
sounds and make them less noticeable. 

The easiest and least expensive way for 


GOT ANSWERS? 

: If you have a clever solution that 

'■flSi- would impress the show guys, share 
. it with us for a chance to appear in 
October’s reader-created issue. 

To post ideas, scan this page with 
the Blippar app or go to thisoldhouse.com/ 
yourTOH 


It’s here. 

Smarter Home Security 

24/7 Protection. Exceptional Savings. No Annual Contracts. 


For 100 years the alarm industry has been scaring customers into 
long-term contracts at highway robbery prices. 

We believe being safe should be simple. SimpliSafe home security 
systems are easy to self-install, easy to purchase direct from us 
online, and don’t require a contract or a telephone line. They are 
also wireless, cellular, and customizable. 



@ SimpliSafe 



Protecting your family is important, but don’t ever 
sign a contract. Do it the right way with SimpliSafe. 

-Dave Ramsey, financial expert & New York Times bestselling author of “Finanoial Peaoe” 


Get your 10% off coupon 
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you to do that would be to install wall-to- 
wall carpeting upstairs instead of hard- 
wood flooring. Carpeting is much better 
than hardwood at absorbing impact 
sounds, such as those caused by walking, 
and airborne sounds, like those made by 
talking. You’ll get the best results from 
a high-pile-weight wool rug and a dense 
sponge-rubber pad. A layer of Vi-inch 
Homasote 440 Sound Barrier panels 
(homasote.com) under the pad will make 
the floor even quieter, if your doorways 
can accommodate the extra thickness. 

But if you’re set on having a hardwood 
floor up there, you’ll have to isolate it from 
the subfloor and the surrounding walls. A 
sound-dampening rubber underlayment, 
such as Serenity Mat (soundproofing 
company.com), will tamp down vibrations 
that travel through the joists. 

Floating engineered wood flooring 


can be installed right over this mat. Solid- 
wood flooring has to be nailed to a layer 
of plywood or oriented-strand board 
(OSB) glued on top of the mat. Without 
that extra layer, the nails would become 
conduits for noise transfer. To keep sound 
from reaching the studs, make sure the 
flooring doesn’t touch the walls or the 
baseboard trim, and use an acoustical 
sealant on any gaps. 

If the noise upstairs still bothers you, 
there’s one more step you can take: Rip out 
the ceiling and install more sound-softening 
materials. Start by filling the joist bays with 
acoustic mineral-wool panels, such as 
Roxul’s Safe’n’Sound (roxul.com). Next, 
attach sound-isolation clips (acoustical 
solutions.com) to every other joist. Snap 
lengths of metal furring channel — com- 
monly called hat channel because of its 
pork-pie profile — onto these clips so that 


the channel runs perpendicular to the 
joists. From the channel, hang acoustical 
drywall, such as QuietRock (quietrock 
.com), a sandwich of drywall panels held 
together by an elastic, vibration-dissipating 
polymer. As with the flooring, keep the dry- 
wall ceiling from touching the walls and 
fill that joint with an acoustical sealant. 


Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 

Go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh 

Or write to: Ask This Old House 
This Old House magazine 
135 West 50th Street 
New York, NY 10020 

Include a complete address and daytime phone 
number. Published questions will be edited for 
clarity and length and may be used in other 
media. We regret that, because of the volume 
of mail received, we’re unable to reply to 
unpublished questions. 



You’ve put your 

HEART 


and SOUL 


into restoring VO LI r home. 
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Trusted In more than ISOtOOO homes, the UhkoSy«cm* tin 
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thM fits beautifuHy with your home's Jiestheiks 


To loam moro about adding tho Unleo Systom to your 
home, ca.lt (DCfll) or visit unlcosy stem. com today! 
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i , TOH 

, editors’ , 
^ picks ! 


More great stuff 

Of the many tools, materials, and other 
products that we discover, here are this 
month’s standouts, -the editors 



Fast repairs with light 

Bondic liquid plastic welder 

Use the special resin in this pen to fill countertop divots, 
cracked tool housings, or damaged power cords, 
then zap the goop with the pen's UV light (shown). 
It hardens the resin in 4 seconds flat, even 
underwater. $22; notaglue.com 



Flood control 

leakSmart water shutoff 

This system eliminates worries about 
a pipe breakfloodingyour house 
without your knowledge. When one 
of the strategically placed waterproof 
sensors detects a leak or freezing 
temperatures, a hub signals a motor 
to close the water-main valve and 
sends an alerttoyoursmartphone, all 
in less than 5 seconds. Valve: $299. 
Sensor: $80 each. Hub: $90. Available 
in late May: getleaksmart.com 



Squeeze ’n’ 
shoot 

staple & Nail Gun 

Improved spring 
geometry delivers 
far more powerthan 
standard guns, with no 
extra effort. The gun 
fully seats T50 staples 
and W-inch 18-gauge 
nails, even at an angle in 
oriented-strand board 
(OSB). Comes with a 
staple remover and a 
window that shows how 
many fasteners remain 
in the magazine. $30; 
milwaukeetool.com 



Put your phone to work 

Phone Works laser level 

Mounts to your smartphone, turning it 
into a handy two-beam laser level. The 
phone's screen shows when the beams 
are level and plumb or lets you set a 
custom angle (shown). It's one of eight 
phone-piggybacking tools in the Phone 
Works line. $40; ryobitools.com 



Cool and portable 

PowerShell folding worklight 

Six 133-lumen LEDs drive away the 
darkness without the heat hazards 
of halogen bulbs. Plug tools and such 
into the three built-in receptacles as 
you work; when you're done, wrap 
the cord onto the back and fold 
up the stand to create a compact, 
protective case. $60; quirky.com 


Collapsible workstation 

Centipede sawhorse 

Unfolds like a camp chairto create a 
stable, cushioned 2-by-4-foot work 
surface that supports up to 1,500 
pounds, yet it fits into a 9-by-38-inch 
bag and weighs only 11.6 pounds. 
Comes with hold-down clamps 
and brackets (shown). Also available 
in a 4-by-8-foot model. $90; 
centipedetool.com 
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Norm’s 

tricks of the trade 


When Tm installing window trim, 
my miter cuts are always just a little off. 
What am I doing wrong? 

-DAN DROEG, CHANDLER, ARIZ. 


A Assuming that your saw is cutting 
accurate miters, try putting away 
your tape measure and markingyour 
cuts at the window. Start with the side 
casings: Hold them against the vertical 
reveal marks, mark and cut each piece 
where its inside edge crosses the reveal 
for the head casing, and nail them both 
to the window frame. Now miter one end 
of the head casing and hold it upside 
down on top of the side casings. Simply 
mark the second miter, as shown, and 
make the cut. If the window is square, 
and the wall flat, the head casing should 
fit perfectly every time. 


Cut miter here 



How do I fix the uneven 
concrete fioor in my 
basement before putting 
down engineered fiooring? 

-CHRISTIAN BENYEI, BETHEL, CONN. 


A To find and get rid of the dips in your floor, you 
need a straight board at least 8 feet long and a 
pencil. Set the board on edge and move it across the 
floor, marking on either side of any low spot where 
daylight shows underneath. The marks will trace the 
outline of the dip, which you can fill with concrete 
patching compound and level using the board. A 




Old World 
Charm 

That Complements 
Any Kitchen 


Adorned with 
copper, brass, nickel 
or chrome, each 

custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, 
while offering the performance 
and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances. 

Models available in gas, electric, 
dual fuel or wood-burning. 

Let us build one for you. 


Elmira 

Stove 

Works 

For tme originals. 

ElmiraStoveWorks.com 

1 - 800 - 295-8498 fM 


RANGES • WALL OVENS 
REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES 
DISHWASHERS 



Directory 


MAY 2015 


COVER: See the listing for Before + After Kitchen. 

HOME SOLUTIONS (pp. 15-24) Budget redo: 
Homeowner's blog: sadalewis.com. 

BEFORE + AFTER KITCHEN: Bright and open 

(pp. 29-32) Designer-builder: J.A.S. Design Build, 
Seattle, WA; jasdesignbuild.com. Windows: 
lindal.com. Yellow hutch: jasdesignbuild.com. 

Refrigerator: liebherr.com. Pendant shade 
over table: Jil Smith, insatiablestudios.com. 

Island stools and dining chairs: sundancecatalog 
.com. Cabinet pulls: Ives; allegion.com. Cabinet 
latches: rejuvenation.com. 

BEFORE + AFTER BATH: Long on luxury 

(pp. 35-38) Architect: Lauren Strutman Architects, 
Chesterfield, MO; laurenstrutmanarchitects.com. 
Designer: Joni Spear Interior Design, St. Louis, MO; 
jonispear.com. General contractor: Steve McMillan, 
McMillan Construction Group, St. Louis, MO; 
mcgbuild.com. Cabinetry: McMillan Cabinetmakers, 
St. Louis, MO; mcmillancabinetmakers.com. 

Paint: SW 6470 Waterscape; sherwin-williams.com. 
Medicine cabinets: robern.com. 


PAINT IDEAS: Whimsical headboard 
(p. 49) Decorative painter: Brian Carter, 

Atlanta, GA; 678-642-3409. 

PHOTOSHOP REDO: From flat to friendly 

(p. 57) Thanks to Brian McCarthy, Bennett 
Frank McCarthy Architects, Silver Spring, MD; 
bfmarch.com. 

TOH TV: Space for the whole family (pp. 58-61) 
Thanks to Lumber Liquidators, The Home Depot, 
Panasonic, and Uponor. Architect: Bill Hubner, Incite 
Architecture, Lexington, MA; incitearchitecture.com. 
Interior designer: Robin Gannon Interiors, Lexington, 
MA; robingannoninteriors.com. Kitchen designer: 
Michele Kelly, Venegas and Company, Boston, MA; 
venegasandcompany.com. Landscape designer: 
Timothy Lee Landscape Design, Lexington, MA; 
tlla.net. Gutters: leafguard.com. Interior and 
exterior hardware: emtek.com. Great room: 
Media-wall built-ins: Matthew Allen Construction, 
Bedford, MA; 617-416-1034. Girl’s bedroom; 
Interior designer: Jared Sherman Epps, JSE Design, 
New York, NY; jaredshermanepps.com. 

Polka-dot wall covering: jujupapers.com. 



Supply House, com 




ROOM AT THE TOP (pp. 68-75) Architect: 

Charles Moore, Moore Architects, PC, Falls Church, 
VA; 703-532-1192. Contractor: GN Contracting, 
Falls Church, VA; 703-801-8500. Front door 
and windows: kolbe-kolbe.com. Storm door: 
vintagewoodworks.com. Interior doors: trustile 
.com. Kitchen: Dishwashers, range hood and 
ovens, and microwave: thermador.com. 
Refrigerator: jennair.com. Faucet and sink: 
rohlhome.com. Bathroom: Toilet: totousa.com. 
Tub: americanstandard-us.com. Sink: 
porcher-us.com. 

YOUR KITCHEN MUST-HAVES FOR LESS 

(pp. 76-83) Thanks to Charlie Dumais, BOLD, New 
York, NY; brianorter.com. Jon Sarkesian, Jon 
Sarkesian Architects, Royal Oak, Ml; jonsarkesian 
.com. Annie Mathot, Frazier Associates, Staunton, 
VA; frazierassociates.com. Carol Kurth, FAIA, 

Carol Kurth Architecture + Interiors, Bedford, NY; 
carolkurtharchitects.com. Statement light 
fixture: Designer: Tommy Smythe, Sarah 
Richardson Design, Toronto, ON; sarahrichardson 
design.com. Warm wood floors: Designer: 
Jennifer Brouwer Design, Toronto, ON; 
jenniferbrouwerdesign.com. Airy open shelves: 
Designer: Diana Gray; ourvintagehomelove 
.blogspot.com. Cement-tile backsplash: 
Designer: Tom Scheerer Incorporated, New York, 
NY; tomscheerer.com. 

23 BUDGET-SMART BATH UPDATES 

(pp. 84-87) Add unexpected touches: 

Designer: Katie Bidder, from Katie Ridder Rooms, 
by HeatherSmith Macisaac; vendomepress.com. 
Reinterpret the classics: Builder: Hanson 
General Contracting, Philadelphia, PA; hgcinc.biz. 
Architect: Rasmussen/Su, Philadelphia, PA; 
rasmussen-su.com. Bath-friendly bar cart: 
Designer: Linda McDougald Design, Greenville, 

SC; postcardfromparis.com. Vintage furniture: 
Designer: Panageries, Greenville, SC; 
panageries.com. 

FOUR-SEASON STAR (pp. 88-95) Landscape 
architect: Barbara Safranek Landscape Design; 
barbarasafranekdesign.com. A 


Time Inc. and This Old House Ventures do not 
endorse any product or service mentioned or 
advertised in this magazine. 
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212 - 779-7172 RESOURCES 


World's Self-Feeding 
Chipper for Homeowners! 



NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


DR® Rapid-Feed " Chippers 
devour branches up to 5-V2" thick! 

• Oversized, vertical hopper self-feeds most 
branches to save you time and energy. 

• Top-discharging for easily depositing chips 
into a truck, trailer, or into the woods. 

• 3X faster than ordinary chippers, thanks 
to powerful engines and massive, energy- 
boosting flywheels. 


'L I 

3-POI NT HITCH MODEL AVAILABLE! | 



FREE SHIPPING 

6 MONTH TRIAL 


Weather 

Automotive Aooessories 


Laser Measured 

FloorLiner™ 


Available in Black, Tan and Grey 
for over 900 applications 


TOLL-FREE 

877 - 201-7779 

DRchipper.com 



WeatherTech.com • 800-441-6287 

1^1 



For US Customers : 

WeatherTech.com 

©2015 MacNeil IP LLC 


For Canadian Customers 

WeatherTech.ca 


For European Customers : 

WeatherTechEurope.com 




WHERE VINTAGE AND MODERN COLLIDE® 


visit 

www.barnlightelectric.com 


call 

800-407-8784 


MAf>F IM 


AMI ftlCA 


Scan the code to 
learn more about 
the light featured 
in this ad. 








Saves vou money on having to replace vour mteL 
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Deluxe Dust Deputy 


DldSl In ' Psientetf design keeps 99% of 
the tfyjr from lesching your 
^ fiiter. 

" Vacuum doesn't tose suction. 

* fletFofits to any shop vacuum. 

* Easy to empty dust bucket. 

" Wet or dry. 
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Drdei Online! 
www.oneiila'aii.com 


^Save 
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economical, safe, simple. 
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Franklin D. 

^ Roosevelt ^ 

The only four-term president, 
FDR led America through the 
Great Depression and WWII. 


Special Offer for New Customers Only 

r^wnc I Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 8-Coin Set 
T t j! of 2014 P&D Presidential Dollars at FACE VALUE 
OF ONLY $8.00 - regularly SJMl, plus Free Shipping (limit one 
set). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 201 5 Flomestead National 
Monument Quarter (one per customer, please). 

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, June 30, 2015 


Add Custom 2007-Date Presidential 
Dollar Display Folders for $2.95 
regularly LUf -and SA VE! 


m 


QTY 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

1 

8-Coin Collectors Set (limit I set) 

$8.00 

$8.00 


Display Folders - SAVE 15% 

$2.95 


FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTAL 

$ 


□ Check or Money Order payable to Littleton Coin Company 
Charge my; □ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover Network 

Card No. Exp. Date / 


Please print your complete r 


5 and address clearly 
Apt# . 


Please send coupon to: 

a Littleton Coin Co* Dept. 3TN401 

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd, Littleton NH 03561-3737 
America's Favorite Coin Source • trusted since 1945 




Get a C omplete 8-Coin Set of 2014 Presidential Dollars at face value of 

$8! You’ll receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” issues of all four 
2014 designs - honoring Presidents Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coohdge, 

Herbert Hoover and Fran kli n D. Roosevelt! These 2014 coins were struck 
for 3 months each and wilf never be minted again. Get the 8-coin year set at 
FACE VALUE - limit one set! 

SAVE 65% plus receive a FREE GIFT 
Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set today at face value of ONLY $8 and 
SAVE 65% off the regular price of S2A^)5. Plus, respond by deadhne and get a FREE 
Uncirculated 2015 Homestead National Monument of America quarter. This monument, 
located in Nebraska, honors the Homestead Act of 1862 and the pioneers 
I who claimed land, helping iuel America’s westward expansion. 

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other 
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on- 
Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or none of 
the coins - return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel 
at any time. Order your complete 8-coin set and SAW! 

Mail coupon today or order online at: Uncirculated 201 5 

www.LittletonCom.com/specials Homestead Quarter 

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction when you order by deadline 


COLLECTORS SET 

8 for $8 

at Face Value! 


©2015 LCC, 




ADVERTISEMENT 


212 - 779-7172 RESOURCES 





Aluminum Grilles. 
Paint Any Color. 
Last for Life. 


1.800.880.3090 
www.reggioregister.com 




20 - 0 ^ 


madmats.rdm^ 


Zero Maintenance 


Permanent Color 


Dept. G1 505, 31 Jytek Road, 
Leominster, MA 01453 


Custom puifout shsives 
and Kitchen cabinet accessofies 


Cati or emati for a free caia/og 






jMJwar WAniHter. 


DREAMING 
AND START 
LIVING 

Does your living space stop 
on the ground floor 
' because your basement 
^is damp and uninviting? 
, Reclaim that 1/3 of your 
' home with DRYLOK® 
Masonry Waterproofer. 
i Your basement can be 
P a playroom, laundry 
room, workshop and 
more in one weekend. 


^ STOPS WATER 

3 PROVEN FORMULAS 
INDEPENDENTLY TESTED 


THE NEXT LEVEL 


Visit DRYLOK.COM for inspirational 
photos, how-to videos and brochures 








RESOURCES 212 - 779-7172 


ADVERTISEMENT 



gtea gQamtp 


LOWEST 

PRICE 

EVER! 




The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses 


carbide-tipped cutting teeth (taking 
360 "bites" per second) to reduce any 
stump to a pile of woodchips. Grinds 
stumps below ground level so they are 
gone forever! 



Quickly eliminate any stump 

without digging, burning, or 
chemicals. 


New, more powerful 

and lower-priced model 
Now towable with 
your riding mower 
or ATV. 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL! 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 


TOLL-FREE 


877-201-7779 

D Rstu m pgnnder.com 





8i| Lanmtni tiirtn wtt al ifia lirstn. rmhi 
idmintitfT coiiectiBiaar Vintafc styt?' 9II 9^4 


??0 a66-5e57 

WWW. BigRocklanterns.com 



The Original 
Trimmer-on-Wheels 


Just Got BETTER! 



The NEW 
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER 


NEWTOW BEHIND 
MODELS TOO! 


• Trims, mows waist-high grass and weeds. ^ 

• Cuts brush, saplings up to 3" thick with ° 

exclusive accessories. ® 

X 

• Thickest, longest-lasting cord available g 

anywhere (225 mil SawTooth”). 5 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL! 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 


TOLL-FREE 

877-201-7779 

DRtrimmers.com 











IMIauiiM 


wa terp roof . com 



Hydra* tnk proaora fatw water up Uw juint where 

thit Dost ud vrall IBRt. St|«r<dGrwf1f}T^'Nrrjri rnllertv ihe 
W p iat WWkir and ^pdclK' dnwcu n lo your LlrdUi nr «unip 

ponf^lWiWlyildl WJ wlfe J idr KBUbalUKn Ihe sbililv Eo 

. JoHl iM|j the iKT-taoldn! kind ruy (■> 

L MclMMU la the flaur uiii liit Lbr 

.Wlrkltw.^^uUC^Arv In plari:, w.tII« 



Ordtr Onl****' 
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^..S^ways in 


Fine Reproduction Hardware & Lighting 

www.HOAH.biz 


HQUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 





ns^KKiarAPL 


IMJ" 


STRONG • STICKY • WATERPROOF 

Trust Duck® brand duct tape to deliver the quality 
and strength needed for every project. 

— 

DuckBrand.com 

©ShurTech Brands, LLC 2014/57776 




R'8.5 and R'lO Insulation Panels 
insofastinfoAoh ■ 888-501-7899 






RESOURCES 212-779-7172 


ADVERTISEMENT 



Be Glad You Waited 
— Now Only $59 — 


In 1962, the 1904-0 New Orleans Mint Morgan silver dollar was one of the three most 
expensive in the series. Mint-state issues listed for $350 and only a few thousand were 
known to exist in any condition. Then the collecting world was stunned when hundreds 
of bags of pristine 1904-0 Morgans emerged during the last Treasury silver dollar 
releases. Today no other BU in the entire Morgan series costs so little compared to its 
peak price. $59 (#44963). New customers only. Limit 2 per household. NO CLUBS TO 
JOIN; NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home Examination: 
Money-Back Guarantee. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge Street, Dept. N5522, Montpelier, VT 05602 

1-800-451-4463 • www.iccoin.com/n5522 


SuperPorch 

3-in-1 Outdoor Room 

Covered • Screened • Enclosed 



Many sizes available to mount on 
existing decks and patios! 


Exclusive EasySlide 4 Track System: 

• Sliding screen panels 

• Sliding window panels 

• All panels are sliding doors 



SuperPorchf 

by SunPorch Structures, Inc. 


FBEE! 

CaMloSPS* , 


pricing 


Guide! 


SAVE 10% SAVINGS CODE 1904 


www.gosuperporch.com 
or ca// 866-557-1772 


'varies by locale. 


Keeps Paint Out. 
Keeps Lines Sharps 



FrogTape® is the only painter’s tape treated with PaintBlock® Technology. 
PaintBlock forms a micro-barrier that seals the edges of the tape, 
preventing paint bleed. Visit FrogTape.com to see PaintBlock in action, 
get painting tips and more! 

Q la® 

FrogTape.com 

877-FROGTAPE 

(376-4827) 


ft $ 


FR 06 fAVE 



©ShurTech Brands^LC 2015/61714 



SCREEN DOORS & MORE! 


www.VintageDoors.com 

Contact us today: 1 (800) 787-2001 



Innerglasf Interior Storm Windows: 

• Maintain the charm and heauty of your 
existing windows 

• Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills 
Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completely 

• Greatly reduce outside noise 

• Are perfect for enclosing screen porches 

• Save energy, save money and save history! 



Innerglasf 


Window Systems, LLC 

The Compression-Fit Advantage 


1-800-743-6207 • www.stormwindows.com 
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HAR 

BOR 



J 

ICHT 

1 QUALITY TOOLS AT 

RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 


SUPER COUPON 



'Club membership, extended service plans or on any of' the following; compressors, 

■ generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, 
Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days 

I from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 1 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 



RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON ^ 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK M 
PlTTSBlSRGSi^m m 

3-1/2 Pumps Lifts g 

f / 


Item 68053 shown 


$5999 


SAUE 
$6 


LOT NO 
68053/62516 
69252/60569 
REG. PRICE $119.99 62160/62496 


ir HarborFreightcom or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
fterSOdaystromoriginalpurchasew'"' ■ 

' Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 




b, calling 800-423-2567- 


iJtiuiiniMWS?**"*''''' 

^ J ^ onfi.40^.9fi 

)r HarborFreight.c( 

McvKimoiKmifl 

SAVE PRESSURE 
go WASHER 



% » 99 » 


j Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit 


i 76 60 
Noise 
Level 


LOT NO. 69488 
1.3 GPM 
REG. 
PRICE 
$129.99 


$7099 

I iiiiiiii imjiiipiiiiiiiiii 

] LIMIT 4 • Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt 
Offer good while supplies last Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


Til null 

8750 PEAK/i 

7000 RUNNING WATTS I 

13HP(420CCj' 
IVSGENEF 


I GAS GENERATOR^ 

' LOT NO . 6 8530/69671 


Non-transferable. Original coupon n 


it be presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit 




^ lot no. 68525/69677 J 

. .. $ ^lQl3 CALIFORNI^NLY j 


nil’ll] 
TOROUEi 
WRENCHES I 

ftfrrtJnJBPH*' 
1/4" drive II 

Item 239 lot NO. 2696/61277 I 

shown , 

3/8" DRIVE 1 

lot NO. 807/61276] 

1/2"DRIVEI 

LOT NO. I 
J 239/62431 , 


your CHOICE! 


Accuracy 

within ±4% 


SAVE 

m 

Item 60238 
shown 


8 ", 5 SPEED 
BENCH MOUNT 
DRILL PRESS 

LOT NO. 60238 
62390/62520 
REG. 
PRICE 
$99.99 


1/4 " TRIM ROUTER 
drillmastfgr 

LOT NO. 

SAVE 44914/61626 

42 % $-1099 

Item 44914 ^ 

shown REG. PRICE $34.99 

lllDMiniUllllll 

LIMIT 6 • Good at ou 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount ^ 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with onginal receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

3^' 



62390/( 

$4999 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt Offer 
good while suoplies last Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valia through 8/10/15. Limitone coupon percustomerperday. 


1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Miiiion Satisfied Customers 


No Hassie Return Poiicy 
Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 


12 "X 33-3/8 "WOOD LATHE 
WITH REVERSIBLE HEAD 

$4VE 


» 229 “. 


Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/10/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


550 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 














SAVETHISOLDHOUSE 


PRICE $1 (must be moved) 
LOCATION Cincinnati 

CONTACT Jennifer Burden, 
513-287-7700 


THE HISTORY In the early 1900s, 
Cincinnati’s South Fairmount 
district was a rapidly expanding 
manufacturing hub, which lured 
throngs of French and German 
immigrants to settle here and start 
their new lives in America. Among 
them was John Koch, who ran a 
bakery downtown. Koch saved his 
modest profits and bought adjacent 
lots in the area. In 1915, he built this 
handsome Colonial Revival on the 
land. Six years later he sold it to 
the Birkencamp family, and three 
generations of Birkencamps lived 
in the house over the next 85 years. 
Now, after sitting vacant for several 
years, the house must be moved to 
make way for a public-works project. 
WHY SAVE IT? The sturdy home 
has two-tone brickwork, decorative 
quoins, and a wood-frame third story 
with fish-scale shingles in the gable. 
The well-preserved interior boasts 
a tin ceiling in the dining room, a 
mahogany balustrade, and all its 
original moldings and casings. 

WHAT IT NEEDS The house is in good 
condition, but the main bathroom is 
missing fixtures and could benefit 
from an overhaul of the plumbing. 
The new owner will incur the cost of 
moving the house to a permanent lot 
and setting a foundation. Hamilton 
County currently owns the house 
and is accepting proposals to 
relocate it, which must be done by 
August 1. While it’s an expensive 
undertaking, the asking price can’t 
be beat— and it’s not every day you 
have the chance to move a charming 
old house to the perfect spot. 

-PAUL HOPE 


Stately brick 
Colonial 
Revival for 
a buck! 


1] The four-bedroom, one-and-a-half-bath house is 
1,990 square feet; suitable lots in Cincinnati start 
around $20,000. 2] The main staircase leads to 
bedrooms on the second floor. 3] A mahogany 
mantel: the fireplace could be converted to burn 
wood. 4] The interior retains the original 6-inch 
baseboards, fluted window and door casings, and 
decorative-wood corner bead molding. 


$ 2,000 

BUYER’S 

AWARD 


Zillow, the real-estate marketplace, wants to see this home restored. As a Proud 
Preservation Partner of Save This Old House, Zillow is offering a $2,000 award to the 
buyer of this diamond in the rough. Contact toh_marketing@timeinc.com for details. 
And to explore more homes for sale, visit zillow.com. Offer expires 5/31/2016. 
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Touch it on. Touch it off. With Delta® Touch^O Technology, simply tap anywhere on the 
spout or handle of the faucet to start and stop the flow of water. Learn more about these 

innovative faucets for your kitchen and bathroom at deltafaucet.com/touch ^ ^ ^ 


A DELTA. 

see wttst Delta can dO' 


It's where 

you'll make pancakes at 2 in the morning. 

It's where you'll perform epic shower concerts. 

It's where you'll tell her she's gonna be a sister. 

It's where you'll long to be when you're anywhere else. 

But first you have to find it... 





Search millions of homes for sale and for rent 
at zillow.com or on our family of apps. 


Zillow 



©2015 Zillow, Inc. All rights reserved. 





